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THE Author of the Plan here ſubmitted to the 


Public, is conſcious that it requires ſome Apo- 
logy, that a Man in his contracted Sphere of Life, a 


Man who is no Calculator, no Lawyer, no Man of 


Buſineſs, ſhould preſume to ſet about ſo weighty and 
ſo arduous an Undertaking. In Anſwer to this, he 
readily allows, that there are Thouſands in the King- 
dom that may be more equal to the Taſk; bur as 


no one of thoſe Thouſands has thought proper to 


undertake it, he cannot help thinking but this his 
Attempt to ſerve the Community, however, ineffec- 
tual that, Attempt may be, is at leaſt a pardonable 
Offence ; and ſince his Principle is univerſally allowed 
to be good, it may at leaſt have this happy Effect, that 
of calling forth the Exertions of ſome abler State- 


- Phyſician, Under this Hope he has often, but in 


vain, endeavoured to impreſs wiſer Heads than his 
own with his general Idea, and, from a Conſciouſ- 


_ neſs of his Incapacity, ſhould never have gone to 


work upon it himſelf, had he not been excited 
thereto by a Propoſal on this Head to the Public, 


which, tho' equally well intended with his own, and 


ſanctified by the great Name of Gilbert, was, for 
that very Reaſon, but ſo much the more to be 


-dreaded ; ſince, if Mr. Gilbert's Propoſal were to be 


carried into Execution, it would, he is convinced, 
be found not only to add greatly to the Miſeries of 
the Poor, but alſo amazingly increaſe the Burthens 
of the Rich. A Truth this, which ſuch as would 
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wiſh to be better aſſured of, may conſult a late in- 


genious Diſſertation on the Poor Laws:“ a Treatiſe, 
which appears to be written with ſuch a thorough 
Knowledge of the Subject, and ſuch ſuperior Abi- 
lities, that had the Author applied them to the 
Taſk of building up, inſtead of pulling down, he 


might have done the Public a moſt important 


Service, and rendered theſe my feeble Endeayours 
perfectly needleſs, . 
An earlier Receipt of the follc ving Letter from 
Doctor Price, would, I am convinced, to all thoſe 


who are acquainted with the Doctor's profound 


Skill in Calculation, have rendered thoſe illative 


quateneſs of the Fund here propoſed, to a very 
great Degree, tho perhaps not perfectly uſeleſs ; 
ſince there may be ſome who will place more Confi- 


Reaſonings, which I have brought to prove the Ade- 


dence in Argument drawn from Matter of Fact, than 
on any Name, however great it may deſervedly be. 


Beſides my Obligations to the Doctor for his Calcu- 
Jations,: and for the very great Trouble which he 
has ſo readily and generouſly given himſelf upon 


this Occaſion, I have farther to acknowledge my- 


ſelf indebted to him for that ver; tal Addition 
of appointing Commiſſioners.F, his, and a 
Propoſal from Mr. Orchard (one of the Members for 
Callington) to make a Compenſation to the Church- 
wardens, &c. out of the Highway-Rates, the Author 
does not know that he is indebted for a ſingle Ar- 


ticle of new Matter to any one. But now the Plan 


is publiſhed, as every Perſon, according to his 
Property, is equally intereſted with himſelf in 
the Succeſs of it, he hopes, that ſuch as are able, 


will help to render it as compleat as the Subject is 


capable of, and its Importance deſerves, 
e Newington 
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4 Printed by C. Dilly, 1786. See Page 37. 
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1 4 Newingion-Green, Nov. 20, 1786. 
6 I HAVE conſidered with much Attention your Plan 
0 1 for making a general Proviſion for the Poor. 
It is impoſſible. that the Principle on which it is founded, 
ſhould not be en approved; nothing being more 
plainly equitable and reaſonable than that the Poor, while 
oung and in Health and Vigour, ſhould be obliged by 
all Savings to contribute towards their own Support when 
diſabled by Sickneſs, Accident, or Age.” The many Clubs 
eſtabliſhed for this Purpoſe, in different Parts of the King 


dom, however ill-formed their Plans generally are, prove 


this to be the Senſe of the Poor themſelves; and, therefore, 


afford a particular Encouragement to the Legiſlature to think 


of eſtabliſhing ſome Plan of this Kind, and thus to eaſe the 
Public of a Burden that is grown almoſt intolerable. This 
is a Caſe in which the Powers of compound Intereſt may be 
applied to the greateſt Advantage, as will appear from the 
following. Cee. nn for blip 
A Body of 48 poor People aged 20 (and kept up to this 


Number by Admiſſions at 20 or leſs) may, if they will ſave 


Wages but 2d. per Week, and this Saving is properly im- 
proved at no higher Intereſt than 3 per Cent. provide for 
themſelves an Allowance of 2s. per Week for Life ſhould 


they ſurvive the Age of 65; and alſo an Allowance of 48. 


per Week during Incapacitation by Sickneſs or Accident before 
that Age, ſuppoſing one or other of them (that is a 48th Part) 
to be always ſo incapacitated. | | 5947140 
«Your Plan, after the firſt Year, requires all the Poor to be- 
come Contributors, either at or before, or very ſoon after the 
Age now mentioned; and as far as it includes ſuch Contri- 
butors, I cannot doubt of its Sufficiency for.its own Support, 
without any Aid from the Poor Rate, provided only Care 
is taken to improve properly all Surplus Monies. I ſhould 
alſo have no Doubt of the ry of your Plan, were it 
at its Commencement to admit all under 3o, or even 31, 
provided that for ever afterwards it admitted none whoſe Ages 
exceeded 21 or 22. But after 31, the Contributions of the 
lower Claſſes in your Plan become deficient ; and from 50 
to 55, they are extremely ſo, as will appear from a Table I 
have given below. But there are in the Plan ſome Advan- 
tages which probably will more than compenſate this Defi- 
agency. Particularly the Entrance Money required of all 
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turned of 35; 
butions of the higheſt Claſſes, which you have ſo contrived as 
to exceed greatly the Value of the Allowances promiſed. It 
is impoſſible to diſcover what the Proportion will be of the 
Numbers in theſe higheſt Claſſes to the Numbers in the 
loweſt Claſſes, perhaps it may not be very conſiderable, the 
lower People in every State being vaſtly more numerous than 
the higher. But there is Reaſon to e 
portion may at leaſt be conſiderable enough to compenſate 
the Deficiency I have mentioned. Should it, however, fall 
ſhort of this; the only Conſequence will be, that the Poor 
Rate, which would have been otherwiſe almoſt annihilated, 


will be obliged to bear a ſmall Part of the Burden now upon it. 


„In ſhort; it ſeems to me, that your Plan has a Tendeney 


to do the greateſt Good, by affording, in the beſt Manner the 


moſt agreeable and uſeful 


elief to the Poor; by encouraging 
Frugality, Induftry, and Virtue among them; and by pro- 
man. 
of the Evils which attend our preſent Poor Laws. ; 
add what appears to me a further Recommendation of it, 
that it! will ſubſtitute, in the Room of the preſent dangerous 
Plans of the Friendly Societies ſcattered through the Kingdom, 
one general Plan of the fame Kind, well-formed, ſubſtantia], 
and permanent. But you are better able than I am, to re- 
preſent the Advantages of your Plan ;- and therefore I will 
-only add, that I admire your Zeal and public Spirit, and 
wiſh you more Succeſs than Mr. Baron Maſeres and myſelf 
met with ſome years ago, in endeavouring to procure the Eſta- 


bliſhment of ſuch an Encouragement to Induſtry and Support 


of the Poor in old Age, as you are now propoſing. 
With great Reſpect, I am, 
0 Si > 
Your moſt obedient and humble Servant, 
RICH. PRICE. 


« The Allowance in your Plan for Children exceeding two 


in Number under 8 Years of Ape I have not noticed. It 


is impoſſible to calculate its Value: But I ſuppoſe that the 


Exceſs, which will appear in the following Table, of the 
Contributions required by your Plan from young Subſcribers, 
for the Allowances on Account of Ape and Sickneſs, muſt be 


more than equivalent to this Value. 


TABLE 


the gratuitous Subſcriptions ; and the Contri- 


xpect that this Pro- 


I will 
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En E FN ov 


| ſhewi the Values in Weekly Contributions of the Weekly Aliowances 
e fir Old Age and for Sickneſs in Mr. AcLanD's Plan. 
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«© N. B. The Values of the Life Allowances in this Table are 
given, with ſome Correctneſs, by the Rules and Tables in my 
Book on Annuities. But, there being no Data for computing 
correctly the Values of the Allowances for Sickneſs, they have 
been given on the Suppoſition, that one or other of a Body of 
43 poor People will be always diſabled ; and, conſequently, 
that a Penny per Week from each will ſupport an Allowance 
of 48. per Week. The Poſſibility ſeems to be, that the Pro- 
portion of the Sick and Diſabled will be much leſs than this, 
when the collective Body conſiſts of Voung, and greater when 
it conſiſts of Old Members. The Allowances for Sickneſs 
here ſuppoſed, are greater than thoſe in Mr, Acland's Plan.” 


The above Calculations were made on a Suppo- 


ſition that all Perſons in Health were to be admitted 
to Subſcription, indiſcriminately, till 55, which was 


the original State of the Plan; but, as it now ſtands, 
all above 3o Years of Age are, without an adequate 
Premium, excluded, and none admitted after 50. 


It is therefore eaſy for every one, who will caſt his 
| | Eye 
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Eye on the Doctor's Table of Calculations, and ob- 
ſerve, that the ſame Contribution of 2d. which, when 
it begins at 20, is only equal in Value to 13d, is, when. 
it begins at 50, equal to gd. and when at 65, to 64d. 
to perceive how greatly this Alteration muſt operate 
in Favour of the Fund propoſed in the Plan; and 
conſequently, that if it was, as the Doctor acknow- 
ledges in the foregoing Letter, adequate even in its 


priſtine State, it muſt by this Alceration be rendered 


much more than- adequate. Jn Conſequence of 


| this, I have added in the preſent Plan, that Column 


in the Table that relates to all ſuch as ſhall exceed 
75, and taken in a7 Orphan Children, Of this I 
have, by Letter, acquainted the Doctor, together 


with my Intention of making ſome Allowance for 


Funerals; and have received for Anſwer, that 


ſuppoſing the Allowance for Funerals to be no more 


than 31, for each Perſon, the Alterations will be 
equal to an additional Halfpenny per Week; this 
Allowance for Funerals being alone equal to con- 


ſiderably more than an additional Farthing : Upon 


the Whole, therefore, he ſays, “ theſe Additions will 


& render the Plan, as far as it includes the two firſt 


« Claſſes only, inſufficient to its own Support, and 
« yet that it is very poſſible, that with the Aid of the 
ce higher Claſſes, it may prove more than adequate; 
« and certain, that whatever ſhall happen, it will an- 
e nihilate far the greateſt Part of the preſent Poor 
* Rate.” The Doctor having ſaid as above, that 
the Fund might poſſibly prove adequate even tho' 


- the whole 31. were to be allowed for each Funeral, I 
hope he will not diſapprove of my propoſing an 


Allowance of One-Third for that Purpoſe, which 


may be increaſed to 3l. 12s. by ſuch as chuſe it, at 


the Rate of an additional Farthing per Month for 
every 138. e ee 
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8 it ſeems to be univerſally acknow- 
1 A ledged, that ſome Reform or other, 
1 with reſpect to the Mode of providing 
for the Poor, is become highly neceſſary; and 
as a Bill for that Purpoſe is now about to be 


brought into the Houſe, which, notwithſtand- 
ing the known Abilities of the Propoſer, is 
' Not at all likely, in the Opinion of thoſe I have 
cConxnverſed with on the Subject, to anſwer the = 
| _ End propoſed, and will, Iam afraid, be found, 
: fhould it ever be carried into a Law, to be 
productive, not only of much Trouble and 
* © Inconvenience to all Parties concerned, but of 
much additional Expence alſo to the Nation; 
l hope it will not be deemed an unpardonable 
© | Preſumption, if, induced by the Proſpect of 
» Public Good, and that only, I venture to ſug- 
I geſt the great Outlines of a Scheme, which, 
n when properly filled up, can hardly fail of 
h leſſening for the preſent, and, after a few Vears, 
it of almoſt annihilating that enormous Burthen, 
n which the Nation now labours under, in pro- 
viding for the Poor: And I have the greater 
=» Confidence in what I am now about to offer 
Ss, | 5 on 
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on this Head, becauſe it is not a mere vifi- 


onary Scheme of my own, but a Matter, to 


which the Experience of many a little Societ 

has through a long Courſe of Years borne a 
ſufficient Teſtimony; and what is more, has 
already ſo far proved its Probability of Suc- 


ceſs to the Wiſdom of the Nation, as to have 


been actually paſſed into a Law, for the Uſe of 


a Particular County—the County of Devon. 


That Law was ſoon abrogated indeed, at the 
Inſtance of the County, for whoſe Uſe it was 
enacted ; a Circumſtance, it muſt be owned, 
that ſeems, at the firſt Glance, to militate very 


ſtrongly againſt its ever being adopted again. 
But if it can clearly, and ſatisfactorily be made 


appear, that the Failure of the Plan was en- 
tirely owing to ſome well meant, but inconſi- 


derate Clauſes in the Bill, and not to any De- 
fect in the Principle, then the Inference in its 
_ Favour, which ariſes from Parliamentary Ap- 


robation, returns with undiminiſh'd Force. 
[ ſhall therefore make it the Buſineſs of this 
ſhort Eſſay, to give a ſuccin& Account of the 


Bill that has been already paſſed and repealed, 


point out the Cauſes that operated towards its 
Repeal, and then humbly offer a Scheme for 
the Maintenance of the Poor, which, though 
founded on the fame Baſis, will, I truſt, not 
be liable to the ſame Objections. 


Wir u Reſpect to the Bill, as I have nothing 


in common with it, beſides what both have 
borrowed from the ſame Fountain, it may be 


ſufficient to ſay, that the Deſign of its Prin- 


ciple 
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Eiple was to induce the Poor to contribute to- 
wards their own Maintenance, and was founded 
on the Baſis of thoſe Friendly Societies, com- 
monly called Clubs, which in moſt Towns, 
and in many ſingle Pariſhes, are inſtituted for 
the Purpoſe of ſupporting ſuch of their Mem- 


bers, as, through Sickneſs, or old Age, ſhall 


at any Time be rendered incapable of main- 
taining themſelves, _ mth ORs 
THe general Terms of ſuch Clubs, with 


| reſpe& to Receipts and Payments, are, I be- 
lieve, much the ſame as in one, whoſe Rules 
J have now before me; according to which 


every Member, in Conſideration of his paying. 
Eight-pence a Month into a joint Stock, is en- 
titled to Seven Shillings a Week, as long as 
Sickneſs or any unfortunate Accident fhall 
confine him to his Room; and to Three Shil- 
lings and Six-pence a Week, by way of what 
they term Walking Pay, for any Time, that 
he ſhall be incapacitated from following his 


. uſual Employ. After having been ten Years 


a Member, he is likewiſe entitled to Two Shil- 
lings and Six-pence a Week, during Life, if 
either through Age or any Accident he ſhall 
be rendered incapable of Labour. Beſides the 
above, there is in moſt of their Articles a very 
exorbitant Allowance for Burials, even fo high 
as Five Pounds ten Shillings, to be taken out 


4 of the Stock for the Member's own Funeral, 
and Forty Shillings for that of his Wife. 


But then on the other Hand it is to be obſerved, 
that the Allowances for Bed-lying, and Walk- 
4 SD "A ing 
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ing Pay, are in general, the one a Shilling, the 
other Six-pence a Week leſs than in the So= 
ciety alluded to, that of the Pariſh of Broad- 
cliſt, in the County of Devon, in which the 
Funeral Allowance is but Forty Shillings, and 
that raiſed by an extra Contribution on the 
Occaſion. This Club conſiſts at preſent of 
Seventy Members, has been inſtituted about 
twenty-five Years, and its preſent Capital is 
about 45 L. In its proper Place I ſhall give a 
general View of the moſt intereſting Particu- 

lars of ſuch Clubs as I have been able to pro» _ 
cure an Account of, and therefore I ſhall add 
al; nothing more on this Head for the Preſent, 
1 but proceed to call your Attention to the many 
Diſadvantages which thoſe little Societies have 
do ſtruggle with; ſuch as the unprofitable 
\ | Expenditure at the Ale-houſes, where thoſe 
it Clubs are held, of a Quarter Part of the whole 
| Subſcription; for as much as out of every 
if Monthly Contribution of Eight-pence, one 
1 Halfpenny thereof is to be paid to their Clerk, 
1 and Three-halfpence ſpent in Ale, by the eſta- * 
"HY bliſhed Laws of the Societies themſelves; to 
ay nothing of thoſe voluntary Additions there- 
to, which, though no Part of their neceſſary 
wb Contributions, yet being in conſequence of 
Wl their Meetings, may not improperly be conſi- 
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| dered as a Part, of what they can, and do ſpare, 
y out of their preſent Earnings towards their 
future Support, Pe ns 
Is the next Place, their Capitals, being pre- 
* cluded from all Legal Security, are on that 
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Account, not only locked up in their Cheſts, 
3 unproductive of any Increaſe, but are pecu- 
liarly liable to Diminution: Since, being thus 
2 unprotected . by Law, they invite, as it were, 
the Plunderer, and frequently not in vain. 


ANOTHER Obſtacle to the Proſperity of thoſe 

© Societies is the too great, and in ſome Inſtances 
very exorbitant Allowance for Burials, already 
| ſpoken of; and beſides this, what is a greater 
Drawback than all the reſt, in trading Towns 
it has ſometimes happened, that during long, 
and general Inſurrections on Account of Wages, . 


they have almoſt annihilated their Capitals in 


Support of ſuch mutinous Seceſſions from La- 
bour. And 25 under all thoſe Diſadvantages, 


many of thoſe Friendly Societies have ſubſiſted 


in a flouriſhing State, for a Number of Years. 


A pretty evident Proof of what might be 


f expected from a general Weekly Contribution 
of ſo ſmall a Sum as Two-pence per Head, if, 


inſtead of three-fourths only, the whole of it 


were to be made effective, and the Capital, 


= iſſuing therefrom, to bear proper Intereſt un- 
der Government Security. This, it may be 
2 ſaid, appears plauſible, - but how came the 
County of Devon then, ſo very ſoon to grow 
A weary of permitting the Poor to contribute to 
their own Maintenance? Was the Extra Al- 
lowance, granted them by Parliament, on Ac- 
Count of this their Contribution, ſo very great 
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3 ® T have ſince found, that many Clubs do place their Capi- 
> tals out at Intereſt ; but then the Conſequence frequently is.. 
> That the Money, thus placed, is either partly or wholly loſt. : 
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1 
as to exceed the Pariſh Allowance, and their 
own Contribution both taken together? Far 
from it: They had indeed the Advantage of 
Parliamentary Security for their reſpective 
Claims ; but as to the Quantum, it was much' 
the fans; as the ſame Contribution, under the 
ſame Circumſtances, would have procured them 
from a common Club, in almoſt every Inſtance 
except this; that if a Subſcriber married with 
A Subſcriber, each of them was entitled to the 
Sum of Twenty Shillings on their Marriage, 
and likewiſe on the Birth of every living Child. 
A Proviſion this of great Humanity, as well as 
of ſound Policy: But which, nevertheleſs, * 
proved the ſole Occaſion of the Repeal of the 
Act. For as it was left entirely optional in the 
Pauper, whether he would ſubſcribe, or not, 
and there was no other Allurement held out to 
induce him, the only Perſons, that did ſub- 
ſeribe, were thoſe, that had Matrimony in 
View. | 

Tux enge nene of this was, that in the 
Space of Two or Three Years the Demands for 
Births and Marriages drew out of a Fund, for 
the Deficiencies whereof the Pariſhes were re- 
ſpopſible, near double the Sum, that had been 

id into it: This, very ſoon, began to be ſen- 

fibly felt, and the Gentlemen of the County, 
finding the Poor ates to increafe, were, with- 
out any further Tonfideration, in a mighty 
hurry to get the Act tepealed. 

BuT notwithſtanding, being fully convinced 
both of the OG and Salutarinels of the 
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general Principle, I ſhall make it the Baſis of 
2 a Propoſal to the Public, which, however 
meanly it may be executed, will I hope, ne- 
vertheleſs carry with it ſuch an Evidence of 
itts Utility, as may induce ſome abler Head-to 
give it that Degree of Perfection, which, I am 
well aſſured, beth the Subject is capable of, 
and its Importance deſerves. 
} _ A profound Skill in Calculation, is, I own, 
2 Branch of Science to which I have not the 
- ſmalleſt Claim. Whatever, of that Sort, may 
be neceſſary, in Order to compleat the Scheme 
- propoſed, the Public muſt be indebted for it, 
to a Lord Stair, or a Doctor Price: All 1 ſhall 
e attempt is to draw their Attention to the Uti- 
e _ lity and Practicability of what I am about to 
 , Propoſe: Since, if I can but ſay enough to in- 
a _ duce a good Opinion of the Plan, as to thoſe 
- - two Particulars, however crude my Concep- 
tions may be, I truſt they will not be ſtifled in 
the Womb for Want of Aſſiſtance. . 
As to the firſt of theſe Points, little needs 
be ſaid of the Utility of a Meaſure, that has it 
or for its Object, to render the Poor, to a great 
e- Degree, independent of Public Charity, by 
en erecting them into ſuch an aſſociated Inſurance 
nn» Office, as may ſecure to them a comfortable 
y, _ Proviſion, againſt all the Accidents to which 
h- their Station is liable. ie; 
Max, and great, as ſhall in its proper 
© Place be ſhown, are the Advantages, which 
ed muſt reſult from a Scheme of this Sort, to 
= „ themſelves, 


themſelves, as well as to the Public, if it can 


* how,” it might be aſked, © is this Univer- 
ality of Subſcription to be brought about?“ 
For my own Part, were it for me to determine, 
I ſhould anſwer roundly at once, “by the Au- 
thority of Parliament. Since it is ſurely full 
as Equitable to tax a Poor Man 8s. 8d. a Vear, 


6 


be carried into Execution. 
As to its Practicability, we need only reflect 
on the ſeveral Exigencies, to which ſo ſmall a 
Deduction from the Poor Man's Earning, as 
that of Two- pence per Week, has, under the 
before mentioned Diſadvantages, been by Ex- 
perience found adequate, to be convinced that 


under ſuch Advantages as the Public might 


give it, an Univerſality of Contribution, though 
but of Two-pence a Week, muſt of itſelf, and 


much more when taken together with the Pro- 4 


viſion, already made, of Hoſvitals, Alms-houſes, 
&c. be ſufficient to afford a comfortable and 
decent Supply for all the Diſtreſſes, incident 
to the Poor Man's Situation in Life. But 
fuppoſe it ſhould not, upon Trial, be found 
fully equal to ſuch an enlarged Allowance, as 


the Wiſdom of the State, aſſiſted by ſome able 7 


Calculator, ſhould deem them juſtly entitled 
to, on Account of their thus Contributing ; 3 


yet, it cannot admit of a Doubt, but it muſt 


inevitably leſſen our Poor Rates; and ſurely it 
would be ſome Point gained, to proceed thus 
far, though we could go no farther. But 


in order to ſecure to him a comfortable Provi- 
fon againſt all the Difficulties that may befall 
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him through Life, as it was to tax him at 6s. 


a Vear, for the Maintenance of thoſe Roads, 


through which he has ſeldom, if ever, any 
Occaſion to travel. 

I am well aware, that on ſuch an Genn 
there will not be wanting Men ſo very tender 
of Britiſh Freedom, as to pretend, that it 
would be an inſufferable Infringement thereof, 
if every freeborn Engliſhman were not to be 


perfectly at Liberty to ſpend his youthful 


Earnings in fuch Diſſoluteneſs, Idleneſs, and 


Debauchery, as muſt leave him a Burthen upon 


Public Charity, the firſt Moment that either 


Want of Health, or Want of Labour, an in- 
creaſing Offspring, or increaſing Years, ſhall 
render him unequal to the Maintenance of 
himſelf and his Family. In Deference, there- 
fore, to ſuch outrageouſly patriotic Hearts as 
cannot bear to entertain a Thought of the 
ſmalleſt Compulſion, upon any Account what- 


ſoever, but are always for tying up the Hands 
of Power, whenever they are to be uſed for 
the public Benefit; on their Account, and not 


on Account of any Reſiſtance which is likely 


to ariſe from the Poor themſelves, I could have 


wiſhed to have left it entirely optional in them, 
to ſubſcribe, or. not to ſubſcribe ; and to have 
held out to them ſuch Motives only, as might 
draw them with the Cords of a Man : Accord- 


ingly I entered upon this Subject with no other 
View: But being at length convinced, that a 


Scheme of this Sort, without ſome Degree of 


Compulſion, : could not be made fo thoroughly 


C beneficial, 


* 
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beneficial, as it otherwiſe might, Regard for 
the Public would no longer permit me to make 
ſo great a Sacrifice of its Intereſt to the Caprice 
of Individuals, but has, as it were, compelled 
me to riſque the Odium of ſo unpopular a 


TE. 


 PREmisING then, that in the Anewisecb 
Which will be ſpecified in the following Plan, 
I 'do not pretend to proceed on any other 
Ground, than merely that of Induction from 
the Experience of the aforementioned Clubs; 


and conſequently throw out my Proportions of 


Receipt and Payment as Conjectures only, that 
are ſubmitted to the Correction of better in- 
formed Judgments ; I would propoſe, that there 
ſhould be eſtabliſhed, by the Authority of Par- 

liament, throughout the whole Kingdom of 


| England, one general Club, or Society, for the 
Purpoſe of entitling the Members thereof, on 


Payment of a certain Weekly Sum, to a certain 


Weekly Receipt, under ſuch Conditions and 


Circumſtances, as ſhall be hereinafter ſpecified ; 

and that into this General Club, every indivi- 
dual Inhabitant of the Kingdom of England, 
excepting ſuch as ſhall be hereinafter excepted, 
ſhall be obliged to enter him or herſelf a Mem- 


ber, and to pay into the Hands of ſuch Perfons, 
as ſhall be appointed to receive the ſame, week- 
ly and every Week, ſuch Sums, and under ſuch 


Penalties, as ſhall he hereinafter mentioned. 


Ax Obligation this, that cannot, juſtly be 


complained of as unreaſonable; for ſince no 


Man can lay Claim to an abſolute Exemption 


from 
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from ature Want, it ſeems but juſt that every 


Man ſhould be obliged, out of his preſenc 
2 to take ſo eaſy a Method of ſecur- 
ing to himſelf ſuch a Subſiſtence, as, ſhould 


his Neceſſities ever call for it, would inſure the 


cn from his ever becoming a Burthen to 

t ; and if they ſhould not call for it, the gra- 
men Contributions ariling from the Sub- 
ſcription of all thoſe, who are, by their Degree 
in Life, placed above the Receipt of any Re- 
turn, would come happily in Aid of the poorer 
Contributors, and ſupply them with Means of 
a better Allowance under all their Wants. 
But as the different Wants of different Perſons 
become by Habit very different, in Order that 
different Ranks in Life might have an Oppor- 
tunity of making different Proviſions for them- 
ſelves, againſt a Time of Need, according to 
what their different Situations might require, 
and their different Circumſtances enable them 
to provide; it might not be without its Uſes, 
if this General Club ſhould be fo far extended, 
by a Subdiviſion into various Claſſes, as to ac- 


Commodate itſelf to the various Stations of 


Low-Life; by ſo contriving it, that a different 
Degree of Subſcription ſhould entitle the Sub- 
ſcriber under certain Circumſtances to a certain 
Receipt, not altogether, but in ſome Meaſure 
anſwerable. 
Ap the Reaſon of making ſome Diſtinction 
is this; that the lower Claſſes of Subſcribers, 
on Account of the Relief which their Sub- 
ſoription gives the Public, are, without Doubt, 
CS entitled 
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entitled to an Allowance, beyond what their 
own Contribution would of itſelf afford : But 


the reſt, receiving hereby a very deſirable Con- 


venience, ought to pay for that Convenience ; 
and therefore, the greater the Subſcription, the 
leſs, in Proportion, ſhould the Receipt from 
that Subſcription be. 

UNDER theſe Conditions then it might not 


be impolitic to extend the different Degrees of 
' Subſcription from 1:d. and 2d. to 1s. a Week; 
the former of theſe, that of 14. being intended 


chiefly, tho' not excluſively, for the Accommo- 
dation of the lower Claſs of Females ; and that 
of gd. for that of the lower Claſs of Males. 
Accordingly I propoſe, that every Perſon on 
arriving at the Age of Twenty-one, or on 


being ſo far emancipated as to receive, if a 
Male, for his own Uſe, the daily Hire of or 


above 10d, a Day; or, being a Servant in 


Houſe, the clear Wages of 1s. 6d. a Week, 


or 41. a Year; or, if a Female, for her own 
Uſe, the daily Hire of or above 6d. a Day, or 
the clear Wages of 1s. 3d. a Week, or the 


yearly Sum of 31. ; ſhall pay into the Common 


Stock the Sum of 2d. if a Male, or 12d. if a 


Female. And to ſuch Contributions, every 
Male or Female coming to the Age of Twenty- 
one Years, or being ſo far emancipated as afore- 


. faid, ſhall under certain Penalties be obliged; 
excepting only ſuch Perſons as ſhall, thro' any 
Sickneſs, Diſorder, or any Accident whatſo- 
ever, be incapable of maintaining themſelves ; 


or that ſhall be above the Age of Thirty, or 


bein 2 
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41 
being married ſhall have one or more Children: 
All ſuch as ſhall come under either of theſe 


two laſt Predicaments, ſhall not be compellable 
to ſubſcribe; but Perſons married, and having 


a Child or Children, may if they chuſe it ; but 


no Perſon ſhall be entitled to Pay from the 
Club, but for ſuch Children only, as ſhall 
have been born in Wedlock Nine Months at 


leaſt after the Commencement of his or her Sub- 


ſcription. All Perſons likewiſe ſhall be per- 
mitted, but not-compelled, to ſubſcribe from 
Thirty to Fifty, that are in perfect Health, 


and will pay One Year's Subſcription, by way 


of Entrance- Money, together with the Addition 
of 18. for every Year compleat that they ſhall, 


at their Entrance, exceed Thirty. 


Bor left, out of that Selfiſhneſs which can- 


not too well be guarded againſt, improper Per- 
ſons ſhould be admitted to Subſcription, it 
ſeems neceſſary that the Miniſter, Churchwar- 


dens, and Overſeers of the Poor, whoſe Buſineſs 


it ſhould be to admit to Subſcription, ſhould 


all be ſworn to do impartial Juſtice in all Things 


between the Club and the Members, to the beſt 


of their Skill and Judgment. Moreover, with 


reſpect to Admiſſion, any one diſſenting Voice 
ſhould be ſufficient to exclude from it. 


ALL Perſons likewiſe, who ſhall be poſſeſſed 


of any Landed or Leaſehold Eſtate, of or above 
the Value of 101. a Year, and not worth the Sum 


of 1000]. excluſive of the ſame, tho' at Liberty 
to ſubſcribe, if they pleaſe, any Sum, not exceed- 
ang 18, a Week, yet, on Account not only of 


the 


6 ; 


the greater Stability of their Property, but alſo 
of their neceſſary Contributions to the Relief of 
the Poor, ſhall not be. compellable to ſubſcribe 
at all. But as monied Property, however 
great, is more liable to Accident, and bears no 
proportional Share of public Burthens, it ſeems 
not unreaſonable, that no monied Property 
ſhould exclude from Subſcription ; but, on the 
contrary, that all Perſons, whether Male or Fe- 

male, of the known or ſuppoſed Property of 

| x©o0ol. who ſhall refuſe to declare, that he or ſhe 
s not worth that Sum excluſive of all Landed 
or Leaſehold Property, ſhall be compellable to 

contribute the Sum of 3d. a Week, and to en- 


' creaſe that Contribution by fd. a Week for ; 
every 1000l. they ſhall be deemed to be worth, 


and not ready to declare the contrary; with 
this Proviſo, that no Perſon ſhall be permitted 
to ſubſcribe more than 1s. a Week; and that 
no Officer, whoſe Buſineſs it may be thus to 
regulate People's Subſcriptions, according to 
their Property, ſhall rate them any higher than 
he ſhall be ready to declare, upon Oath, if re- 
quired, that he does, in his Conſcience, believe 
they are really worth. This laſt Article may 
poſſibly. be objected to by many, but with very 
little Reaſon, as muſt evidently appear, when it 


is confidered, that the additional Burthen is no 


more than 1d. a Week for every 1oool. ; and 
that this 1d. is not to be a certain Loſs or Diſ- 
advantage, but may, as the Wheel of Fortune 
may turn, entitle the Subſcriber to a Tenfold 
Recompence ; beſides it might be got rid of a 
. | the 


Led. Ws a dE and. ener = Cas ME ES 


7 0 ö 2 
4 
5 

5 
75 ( 

— * 

7 
by 

£5: 

[EN 

we 

| 1 1 

5. 

£ 8 oy 

3: 

OF 

*f.. 

5 | 
* 736 
E ; & 
G 7 

* 

* : 

* 

57 

85 


685 ga 86 — 


— 


„„ 2 a 1 N 
n $"< LRN . * : "ON n 
1 * 5 WY Zo ö + 4 » <5] 8 XS 1 "WES 
— 2 * - R 3 E 
rr S * 2 
4 p 5 _ Yay p) — 


5 8 . TH IS RD n 
n Freer une 0. I vg ae; 
& PCC n 
9 : Mo EF os 8 * 


(09-3 
the Expence of a Lie, which will ſeldom be 
ſtuck at by ſuch, as are mean enough to object 
to it. 
Bor there is a Claſs of Men, fs whom. I 


am more concerned, who are not already ex- 
empted from Subſcription, but whom it would 


be a Cruelty to oblige to it, and almoſt as 
cruel, not to give them the Benefit thereof 


without Subſcription ; I mean the Men, who 
fight our Battles for us, for the poor Conſide- 
ration of 5d. a Day; a Sum, which tho' the. 
ſame in nominal Quantity as it was an Hundred 
and Fifty Years ſince, yet is ſo diminiſhed in 
real Value, that nothing can well be deducted 
from ſuch a Pittance. 

AND therefore, as I hope, with reſpect to 
other Subſcribers, that their own Subſcription, 
according to the Scheme propoſed, would be 
found nearly, if not fully adequate to all their 
Claims, I would propoſe, that every common 
Soldier, at the leaſt, ſhould, without contribut- 
ing, be put on the Footing of the lower Claſs 


of Contributors, and the Expence thereof de- 
frayed out of the gratuitous Subſcriptions of 


the richer Members, which, according to the 


Plan propoſed, would certainly be much more 


than equal to fuch a Demand. 
THERE is another Claſs of Men to whom we 
are more than equally indebted for Protection, 


who do not ſtand equally in Need of the like 


Charity; nay, ſuch is their Improvidence, and 


| thoughtleſs Diſſipation of the conſiderable 
ums, both of Lacs and Prize Money, which 


they 


0 
* 
= 
'H 
. ,. 
x * 
7 
* 
3 
4 — 
* 
. 
iN 
4 
. 
7 
. 
if 
T3: 
br 
* 
* 
v4 
” 
1 
1 
5 
28 


a 
& 


5 


they ſometimes receive, that it would be one 


of the beſt of Charities to them, if, on a Prin- 
ciple like unto what is here recommended, their 


little Treaſure, like that of little Children, 
who have no Command over their Appetites, 


were to be ſo huſbanded up for them that they 
might have ſomething left for the Morrow. 

Ap, I apprehend, this might be done for 
them, without any Subſtraction from what 
they have been accuſtomed; to receive. Take 
from them but the Neceſſity of thoſe exorbi- 
tant Premiums, which they are obliged to pay, 
in Order to receive their own, and make a 
proper Application of what has been commonly 
thus defalcated, it would more than diſcharge 
their Subſcription. 

Bs 1D;Es there is another Fund, which might 
in Caſe of a War, be full as equitably, and pro- 


perly applied to this Purpoſe, as given to a 
| Captain or an Admiral, who is otherwiſe entitled 
to a Share, moſt unreaſonably diſproportionate ; 
and that, not as a Reward for ſome diſtinguiſhed 
Bravery in the Line of Battle, or a hardy Duel 


with a ſuperior Force, but an eaſy Conqueſt 


- over ſome rich but defenceleſs Merchantſhip. 


Bur, to return from this Digreſſion, it has 
hab already ſaid, that every Male, not under 
the Circumſtances already 8 ſhall be 
at Liberty to ſubſcribe any Sum he pleaſes, not 
les than 2d. nor more than 1s. a Week; and 
every Female in like Manner, any Sum, not 


every | 


leſs than 11d. nor more than 1s. a Week; and 
an Lieu and ReCompence hereof, I propoſe, that 
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' every Subſcriber of 14d. ſhould be entitled, out 


of the ſaid Stock, in the following Circum- 


ſtances, to the following Sums, namely, for, 
and during any Time, that ſhe ſhall, by Sick- 


| neſs, or any other Affliction, not brought on by 


any unlawful Action, be confined to her Room, 


2; incapable of Labour, to the weekly Sum of 8.3 


| and for and during any ſubſequent Time, that 
ſhe ſhall, thro' the ſame, or any other Sickneſs 


or Infirmity, be rendered incapable of earning 


2d. a Day, in the Eſtimation of the Miniſter, 


Churchwardens, and Overſeers of the Poor, or 


x the Majority of them, who (aſſiſted by. the 
Opinion and Advice of the Pariſh Apothecary) 


ſhall, in theſe, and in all Caſes of the like Na- 
ture, be Judges of the ſame, to the weekly Al- 


lowance of 28. as long as that Incapacity ſhall 


D — 
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Every Male not leſs than 2d. c. See line 27 of oppoſite Page.] 
e—As it may eaſily be conceived, that there would be a great 
many Men at the Outſet, otherwiſe competent to Subſcription, 
who, thro? a profligate Reliance on Parochial Relief, had ha- 
bituated themſelves to ſuch a Courſe of Idleneſs aud Diſſipation, 
as not to be able, without great Difficulty, to contribute 2d. a 
Week ; it might not be amiſs that the Miniſter, Churchwar. 
dens, and Overſeers of the Poor, ſhould for the firſt Year, but 
very rarely afterwards, permit; at their Requeſt, ſuch Males 
as they ſhould think proper, to ſubſcribe in the Claſs appro- 
Priated to the lower Rank of Females, with this only Diffe- 
rence; that the Man ſhould be entitled to a weekly Receipt of 
2s. on Account of his not being able to earn 6d. a Day, in the 
ſame Manner as the Woman is on her not being able to earn 
3d. In the Articles of the common Clubs, they forfeit their 
Walking Pay on the Performance of the ſmalleſt Labour of 
any Sort ; on which Account, however capable they may be 
of doing a Number of Things, they remain perfectly idle till 


they are capable of carning their full Wages at their uſual 
Employ. 
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laſt; and likewiſe, from and after the Time | 


| that ſhe ſhall arrive at the Age of Sixty- five, to 


the weekly Sum of 10d. ; and from and after 
the Age of Seventy, or, any Time before, that 
ſhe ſhall, through any Infirmity, in the Opinion 
of the Perſons aforementioned, be rendered in- 
capþle of earning more than 3d. a Day, to the 
weekly Sum of 18. 4d. ; and from and after the 
Age of Seventy-five, or any Time before, that 
ſhe ſhall, through Age or Infirmity be adjudged 


| incapable of all Labour, to 38. a Week during 


Life; and likewiſe, under the Reſtrictions be- 
forementioned, for every Child more than two, 


that ſhall be alive at the ſame Time, and have 
been all born in Wedlock, and be under eight | 
Years of Age, ſhe ſhall, in her own Right, be 


entitled to the weekly Receipt of 18. | 

Ap in like Manner, that the weekly Con- 
tributor of 2d. whether Male or Female, ſhall 
be entitled, in the firſt Inſtance, to 6s. a Week, 
and in the ſecond, while under an Incapacity 
of earning, the Man 6d. or the Woman zd. a 
Day, to 3s. a Week ; and for every living Child 
more than two, under the Reſtrictions as afore- 


ſaid, to 1s. 4id. a Week, in his or her own | 


Right. And from and after the Time that he 
or ſhe may arrive at the Age of Sixty-five 


Years, to One Shilling a Week; and from and 


after the Age of Seventy, to 18. 7:d. ; and from 
and after the Age of Seventy-five, or any Time 
before that he or ſhe may be rendered incapable 
of all Labour, to 3s, 6d a Week. TE 
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Mor£over, in Caſe either Parent ſhould die, 
the Widow or Widower ſhould receive the Al- 
Jowance allotted in the Table for Children, 
equally the ſame, as if both Parents were alive. 
And ſhould both Parents die, all orphan 
Children of ſubſcribing Parents that ſhould be 
left unprovided for, ſhould until Eight Years 
of Age receive the Pay allotted to the Parents' 
Subſcription; with this Exception only, that 
the Sum which the Parent or Parents muſt in 


ö either Caſe have ſubſcribed, if alive, ſhall be 


deducted out of their weekly Receipts, in both 


thoſe laſt mentioned Caſes; and the Applica- 
tion of the ſame be under the Direction of the 
MMiniſter, Church-wardens, and Overſeers of 
the Poor, who ſhall lay up and expend any Sur- 
plus that may remain over and above the ne- 
! ceflary Nurture of the ſaid Orphans, in clothing 
or apprenticing them out at the Expiration of 
the Club Proviſion. 

Ap in conſequence hereof I propoſe, 
that every Subſcriber ſhould not only be 
2 reſtored to his natural Right of refiding and 
getting his Bread, wherever it ſhould ſeem moſt 
convenient to him, but wherever he ſhould go 
to reſide, he ſhould there become a Pariſhioner, 
foraſmuch as neither himſelf nor his Family 
could well be a Burthen to any Pariſh, fuck 
Children alone excepted, as ſhould by the Time 
2 of their Birth be excluded out the Club Provi- 
2 fion, or ſhould thro' ſome bodily Infirmity be 
never competent to Subſcription ; therefore, to 
prevent as much as poſſible all Inconvenience 
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; 1 
that might ariſe from either of thoſe Caſes, 
every Pariſh, on any Perſon's coming to reſide 
therein who had a Family, ſhould have a Right 
to enquire of them, upon Oath, whether either 
of their Children laboured under any Infirmity ; 
and whenever this ſhould prove to be the Caſe, 
then there ſhould be no ſuch Change of Pariſh : 
And under theſe Reſtrictions, ſuch an Arrange- 
ment would certainly be for the mutual Benefit 
of every Pariſh in the Kingdom. For tho' it ma 
be objected, that a Perſon might have ſuch in- 
firm Children after his Change of Pariſh, yet 
ſuch an Event being perfectly fortuitous, the 
Chance is equally for and againſt every Pariſh, 
There is a Caſe, indeed, in which one Pariſh 
might take the Advantage of another; that of 
ſending Women to lie in of Baſtard Children: 
To prevent this, therefore, the Burthen of the 
Baſtard ſhould for the future fall on the laſt | 
legal Settlement of the Mother, and not gain a 
Settlement wherever it is born; a Circum- 
ſtance that is at preſent the Occaſion of much 
Fraud and Injuſtice. - 
Ix is here to be noted, that ho Perſon ſhall : 
be entitled to any Receipt in any of the above- 
mentioned Inſtances, except the Third; that of 
Children, who ſhall not be able to make it ap- 
pear to the Satisfaction of the Miniſter, Church- 
wardens and Overſeers of the Poor, in the Pa- 
riſh where he or ſhe may reſide, that ſuch 
Perſon is neither worth the Sum of 10991. nor 
has an annual Income ifluing out of any Source 
yhatſoever, that on the Whole an,ounts to pol. 
a Year. | 
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a Year. Neither ſhall any Perſon in the 


Fourth and Fifth Inſtances be entitled to any 


Receipt on Account of Age, who ſhall not in 


like Manner be able to make it appear to the 


Satisfaction of the Perſons abovementioned, that 
he or ſhe is neither poſſeſſed of 5ool. nor has 
an Income ariſing from any Source whatſoever 
which exceeds 251, a Year. But as there may 


ariſe Caſes, againſt which it is impoſſible ta 


provide by any Reſtrictions of Perſons with 
large Families, from whom it would be unjuſt 
to withhold the Reſult of their own Contribu- 


tions, at the ſame Time that their Neceſſities 
really required, it might not be amiſs to leave it 


ſo far diſcretionary, as that the Juſtices, at any 


of their quarterly Seſſions, ſhould, on the unani- 
mous Petition of the Miniſter, Churchwardens 
and Overſeers of the Poor where ſuch Perſon 


ſhould reſide, be empowered, if they ſhould ſee 
ſufficient Cauſe, to order ſuch Payments to be 
made out of the Aſſociated Fund, as that Per- 


ſon's Weekly Contributions entitled him or her 


to receive. | | 
It is likewiſe to be noted, that no Man not 


having Two Children, and no Woman not 


having One Child to maintain, ſhall, in the 
firſt Inſtance, receive full Pay for any longer 
Time than Four Months, on Account of any 
one Ilineſs ; but from and after the Expiration 


of the faid Four Months, to ſuch Pay only as 


is provided in the ſecond Inſtance, and is com- 


monly called Walking Pay. And alſo, that 


any Man having Two Children, or Woman 


One 
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One Child to maintain, ſhall be entitled to his 
or her full Pay, for any Time that he or ſhe 
ſhall be confined in any Hoſpital. But any 
Man having leſs than Two Children, or Wo- 
man not having any Child to maintain, ſhall, 
during ſuch Confinement, be entitled only to 
ſuch Pay, as is commonly called Walking Pay. 
IT is further propoſed, that every Member 


on being taken ill, or on meeting with any Ac- 
cident whatever, ſhall notify the ſame to the 
Miniſter, or, in his Abſence, to one or other 


of the Churchwardens or Overſeers of the Poor 
of the Pariſh to which that Member belongs ; 

who on ſuch Notice given ſhall, as ſoon as may 
be, but within Twenty-four Hours after the 


| Receipt of the ſame, under the Penalty of 108, 
to be forfeited to the Uſe of the Poor of the 


Poor of the ſaid Pariſh, be obliged to attend, 


or to find ſome proper Perſon to attend for 
e Situation of tne ſaid Mem- 


him, and inſpect t 
ber; and if Need require, the ſaid Miniſter, 
Churchwarden, or Overſeer, ſhall, at the Ex- 
pence of the ſaid Club, ſend Go the Pariſh 
Apothecary, to inſpect, judge, and take Care of 
the Diſorder, 'or other Accident, which the 
ſick Member ſhall at that Time labour under. 


And in order that not only the Members of the 


faid Club, but all other poor Perſons of every 


Pariſh, may have proper Care taken of them 


during any IIlneſs, which may at any Time be- 
fal them, it may and ſhall be lawful for every 
Paaiſh, and they are hereby required, to agree 


with ſome neighbouring Apotnecary, who for 


and 
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and in Conſideration of ſuch a Sum, as th I 
between him and the Pariſh agreed upon, 
always obliged, upon Notice given, to att Aa. | 
take Care of, and ſupply with proper Medi. 
eines, all ſuch Poor of the ſaid Pariſh, as ſhall 
at any Time require it; together with all ſuch 
Members of the abovementioned Club, as ſhalt 
not, in the Judgment of the Miniſter, Church- 
wardens and Overſeers of the Poor, or the Ma- 
jority of them, be deemed well able to pay him 
themſelves. And one Moiety of the Salary 
of the ſaid Apothecary ſhall be diſcharged by 
the Pariſh, and the other out of the Weekly 
Contributions of the Members of the ſaid 


Club. 


Bur, before I proceed any farther, it may 
be proper to obſerve, as to the Claſſes of Sub- 
ſcribers already mentioned, that it has not been 
fo much conſidered what they can, as what 
they ought to be allowed in conſequence of 
thete Subſcription. Not that I ſuppoſe their 
Contributions will, of themſelves, be greatly 


| inadequate to their Claims; the Experience of 


what has been done by the fame Contributions, 
under the Difficulties aforementioned, will 
ſcarce permit me to think ſo;Y foraſmuch as 


the additional Incumbrances can very little, if 


at all, exceed their Want of Intereſt, ineffec- 
tive Expenditure, and Waſte at Burials. But 
if there were to be a ſmall Exceſs, beyond what 
their own Contributions and the Surplus of the 
richer Subſcribers would ſupply, it would, ne- 

vertheleſs, 
5 Dr. Pace has at length put this Matter out of doubt. 
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vertheleſs, be much more deſirable to maintain 
thein comfortably, by a ſmall Addition to their 
own Contributions, than to maintain them, 
in a miſerable Manner, wholly at our own Ex- 
pence. But as to the higher Subſcriptions, as 
the Public becomes leſs and lets intereſted in 
them in Proportion as the Perſons ſubſcribin 

may reaſonably be ſuppoſed to be lefs and leſs 
likely to be chargeable to it, there is no Need to 
give them ſo good a Bargain ; and therefore I 
ſhould imagine, that it might not be unadviſe- 
able, with reſpect to them, to proceed by ſome- 


thing like the ee Rule of Proportion: 
That i is to ſay; 
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© "Þ Or ary Time before, that a Member ſpall be rendered 
incapable of all Labour. 


PROMPTED 
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PROMPTED to it by natural Inclination, as 
well as by a thorough Senſe of its Expediency, 
it was the Wiſh of my Heart, to afford the 
Poor as good a Bargain as poſhble ; accord- 
ingly, I had originally allotted to the ſeveral 
Claſſes of Contributors higher Allowances than 
| thoſe in the foregoing Table, and admitted 

Perſons to Subſcription, without any Pre- 
mium, at a much later Period of Life; but 
being informed by that very able Calculator 
Dr. Price, that Club Allowances were not al- 
together to be relied on, ſince they ſeldom con- 
tinued long enough to arrive at their Maximum 
of Expenee, and that the Annuities granted in 
the foregoing Table, after the Age of Sixty- 
five and Seventy, were not only more valuable 
than I apprehended them to be, but in Propor- 
tion to 8 increaſing Years of the Contributor 
became more and more ſo, to ſuch a Degree, 
that a weekly Annuity of 1s. at Sixty-five, 
which ſhould after Seventy be converted into 
18. 6d. is equal only to a weekly Contribu- 
tion of Three Farthings, when that Contri- 
bution commenced as early as Twenty-five ; 
when it commenced ſo late as at Forty-three, 
equal to 2:d.; when at Fifty, to 4d.; and 
when at Fifty-five, to 6d. nearly—On this 
Information, I thought myſelf obliged to alter 
my Plan, by leſſening the Allowances, and 
adding beſides ſuch Reſtrictions, as will, I 
hope, render the propoſed Fund fully equal to 

all the Claims on it. Now, in order that ever 
Perſon may be enabled to form to himſelf ſome 
"= Judgment, 
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Jadgment, how far this is likely to be the 
Caſe, it may not be amiſs to contraſt the Plan 
Allowances to the Contributor of 1id. and 2d. 
with thoſe which have been actually ſupported 
for a Number of Years by the fame weekly 
Contributions. In the Articles of a Club 
eſtabliſhed at the Town of Taviſtock, in the 
County of Devon, February 20, 1764, (the 
Particulars of which I received from the Rev. 
Mr. Iago, a worthy Magiſtrate of that Place) 
every Member, at Entrance, is required to pa 
into the Stock 28. 6d. to ſpend 6d. for the Be- 
nefit of the Houſe, and to contribute after- 
wards, as long as he ſhall continue a Member, 
the Sum of 8d. a Month ; out of which Con- 
tribution every Member is allowed a Pint of 
Ale, and the Clerk and Stewards a Quart, at 
cach monthly Meeting. This, together with 
the *Salary to their Clerk, reduces their effec- 
tive Contribution to 1:d a Week. 

Now, according to Dr. Price, (as has been 
already obſerved) an Annuity of 1s. a Week, 
at Sixty-five, to be advanced after Seventy to 
IS. 6d. is equal to a weekly Contribution of 
Three Farthings only, if that Contribution be 
begun at. Twenty-three ; but as all Contribu- 
tion, according to the Plan, begins at Twenty 
one at the lateſt, excepting ny for the firſt 


Year, 


* In this, as in many othx A les, there is no Sui ſpect. 
hed for that Purpoſe, tho* no Doubt but there is one, I have, 
in the like Caſes, upon Enquiry, found their Salary in one to 
be 2s. 6d. a Month; in another, 6d. a Year from each Mem- 


ber; but the moſt common one, perhaps, is that of a Half. 
penny a Month each Member. | 


4 


Year, and even then, not later than Thirty, 


without a Premium, the Annuities in the Ta- 


ble, after Thirty-five, . cannot, I ſuppoſe, be 


more than equal to the weekly Contribution of 


a Halfpenny. Let the Ale and the Clerk then 
be conſidered as a ſet off againſt this Halfpenny, 
i. e. againſt the Annuities granted in the Table 
to Members exceeding the Age of Sixty-five ; 
and then let us compare what has been effected 
by the remaining weekly Subſcription of 11d. 


with what is here propoſed to be effected by 
it. The Society above mentioned has, for very 
near Twenty Years, beſides accumulating a 
Fund of 1981. 16s. 10d. in that Time, ſup- 


ported a Bedlying Pay out of it of 6s. a Week ; 


a walking Pay of 3s. a Week ; a like Pay of 3s. : 


during Life, to every Member, who, having 
been One Year a Contributor, has, by any Ac- 
cident or Weakneſs, been rendered unable to 
earn more than 2s. a Week; together with an 


Allowance out of the Stock of 51. 10s. for a 


Member's own Burial, and 40s. for that of his 
Wife (dying, I take it for granted, in the 


Member's Lito» Tune)'s the Contraſt then will 


ſtand thus 5 

Tux weekly Allowance, in che following Ioftances, has been, in the 
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in the above mentioned Club, I will alſo place, 


16 


TüESRE Two“ laſt Articles will, I ſuppoſe, 
counterbalance the Allowance of 48. per Week 
to all Members after the Age of Seventy- five, 
or that ſhall any Time before be ſo far debili- 
tated, as to be incapable of all Labour; ſince a 
very few only can be ſuppoſed to receive this 
Pay, and that, generally, for a very ſhort Time. 
It may be faid, that this Club, having ſubſiſted 
ſcarcely Twenty-three Years, cannot have arri- 


ved at its Maximum of Expence; and therefore, 
that Inferences which are drawn from it are not 
ſufficiently concluſive: But then it .ſhould be 


conſidered, that this, and all other Clubs whoſe 


Rules I have ſeen, admit Members ſo late in 


Life as Thirty-five, without any Premium ; 


thro which it has happened, that very few ſub- 
ſcribe under Thirty ; and conſequently, Twen- 


ty-three Years bring their Expences much nearer 
a Maximum than it may at firſt be imagined. 
Moreover, it is to be conſidered, that the Ge- 
neral Club would have theſe Advantages over 
all particular ones, viz. a national Security for 
its accumulating Capital, and a Compound and 
conſequently better Intereſt ; and what is of no 
ſmall Weight, a very conſiderable Reſource, to 
cke out the Poor Man's Subſcriptions, in the gra- 
tuitous Contributions of the Richer Subſcribers. 

HAvix d thus contraſted the weekly Con- 
tributor in the Plan, againſt a like Contributor 


N in 


* As I now think from Dr. Price's Letter, that the Fund 
will be able to afford it, ſome Allowance will be given for 
Burials, and be mentioned an the Preface. 
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in a comparative View, the Two Contributors 
of lid a Week. In a Society eſtabliſhed at 
Thorverton, in the County of Devon, (the Ar- 
ticles of which, together with a very pertinent 
and ſenſible Letter, received about Two Days 
fince, and which I ſhall take the Liberty of 
ſubjoining, was ſent me by the Perſon who. 
acted as Clerk to this Club for near Forty 

Years) every Member is required to contribute 
18. to the Stock at firſt Entrance, and 6d, every 
Month afterwards. 


Ix Conſideration of which Contribution, the Articles of this Club allow 
8 
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This Club, after ſubſiſting near Forty Years, 
was diſſolved, as related in the ſubjoined 
Letter. 


IN 


Rev. SIR, 


Mr. Head having applied to me, to give him what Infor- 
mation I could relating to Clubs, I have ſent the incloſed Pa- 
pers, Articles, &c. : If they ſhould convey any uſeful Hints it 
will give me Pleaſure. I was in Hopes to have found ſome 
Calculations that I made for my honoured Friend, the late Mr. 
Furſdon, reſpecting Societies; am ſorry cannot find them, but 
am convinced by what I recolle& of them, as well as by many 
Years Experience, that Societies of the Poor may be formed on 
ſuch a Plan as to continue for Ages. I was Clerk to a Society 
of poor Labourers, in the Pariſh of Thorverton, from the 2d 
Day of March 1745, till the 5th Day of November 1783, when 
it was diſſolved by ſome of the unruly Members; about Seventy | 
of them ſhared Two Guineas each. This Society, I am cer- 
tain, would have continued for Ages: While it exiſted it 
ſaved our Pariſh many Hundreds of Pounds (this is a Fact not 
to be denied); at its Diſſolution they had near, if not Fall, | 

| 180}; 


_ 
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In the foregoing Table it is evident the Al- 
-owances there appointed are, by no Means, 
proportional to the aſcending Scale of Subſcrip- 
tion, eſpecially in the laſt four Inſtances ; 
which being in ſome Meaſure new, and unpro- 


* 


vided for by the common Clubs, and at the ſame 


1301.4 at Intereſt, which would have been continually accumn- 
lating, as the Intereſt alone would almoſt of itſelf ſupport the 
fick Members. I think ſuch Evils-are eaſy to be guarded 
againſt in future; it being my humble Opinion, that if ſuch a 
Ciub was eſtabliſhed in every Pariſh, it ſhould be but One, and 
that one never to be broken on any Account whatſoever ; it 

would ſupport itſelf; I cannot ſee any Poſſibility of its failing: 
For if there is no other Society, but this alone, permitted in 
each Pariſh, it would be conſtantly ſupplied with young Mem- 
bers, the Want of whom hath hitherto prevented their Dura- 
tion. For when a Society hath ſtood a Number of Years, and 
fome of the firſt Subſcribers are advanced in Life, thoſe that are 
younger begin to deſpiſe them, and form themſelves into a neu- 
Society. The old one, being by that Means deprived of freſh, 
young Members, naturally decays, or in a State of Deſpondency 
diſſolve themſelves, ſhare the Stock between them, and in a few 
Weeks ſquander away, what with prudent Care would have 
ſupported them through Life, without applying to their re- 
ſpective Pariſhes for Relief: The new Societies that ariſe on 
the Ruins of the old ones, in Time meet the ſame Fate. 
: I hope, Sir, you'll excuſe me for taking this Liberty; and 
if you think I can be of any Service, you may at all Times 
freely command 1 | 5 8 

| Your reſpectful humble Servant, 


Thorverton, Wu. PULLEN. 
Nov. , PN 


_ Having this Day ſent to Mr, Pullen, to enquire whether the 
Club, above ſpoken of, had met with a Loſs of any Kind ; he 
juſt now ſent me for Anſwer, that he believes there was be- 
tween 40 and gol. beſides a great Deal of Intereſt. So that 
their Capital, if unimpaired by Loſſes, muſt have been 230l. or 
more. 


It may here be neceſſary to account for a ſeeming Inconſiſtency. The Caſe 
was, Seventy of the older Members divided Two Guineas each; the Remainder 
af the Sum was divided among the vounger Members, who had ſubſcribed but 
little towards the Fund, . 
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Time, Articles that, according to Doctor Price, 
will fall the heavieſt on the Aſſociated Capital, 
I thought it particularly neceſſary to keep them 
as low as poſſible : Neither can there be any 
real Reaſon for Complaints on this Head, ſince 
no Perſons are compellable to the higher Claſſes 
of Subſcription, but ſuch as are indebted, ten 
Times the Value of this Taxation, to the pub- 
lic Burthens. As to all others, a Mode of 
Inſurance, (which, if one may judge by the nu- 
merous Societies which are every where eſta- 
bliſhing for the Benefit of Widows, &c. is 
much wanted and deſired) is propoſed to be 
held out to them in a Way, which none but 
the Public can give; and therefore, it is not 
intended to invite the higher Claſs of Subſcri- 
bers upon any Terms, but ſuch as muſt evi- 
dently turn out to the public Advantage ; and 
if any chuſe (as no Doubt many will) to ſub- 
fcribe on thoſe Terms, Volenti non fit Injuria. 
HavinG thus gone through with the Pro- 
portions of Receipt and Payment, it remains to 
be confidered by whom, and in what Manner, 
theſe Subſcriptions are to be received and paid, 
and how and in what Manner they are to be 
enforced. Every Sunday, immediately after 
Evening Prayer, the Churchwardens and 
Overſeers of the Poor, (who, in Virtue of 
their Office ſhall be conſidered as Treaſurers 
of the ſaid Club) ſhall, for the Purpoſe of 
receiving all Contributions that ſhall be due to, 
and paying all Claims that ſhall be due from, 
the ſaid Club, attend with a Folio Parch-- 
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the ſeveral Sums received by any Subſcriber, 
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ment Book, bought at the Pariſh's Expence; 
every two oppoſite Pages of which, beginning 


with the 2d and zd, ſhall be perpendicularly 


divided into Fifty-three Columns. On the iſt 


Column towards the Left-hand ſhall be entered 


the ſeveral Names of the Members on equi- 
diſtant Lines drawn acroſs the oppoſite Pages, 
ſo as to leave on the Right-Hand of each Name 
Fifty-two Squares, to anſwer the Purpoſe of a 
like Number of Receipts from the Perſon to 
whoſe Name thoſe Squares are oppoſite : 
Half-way on in the ſame Book ſhall, in the 
ſame Manner as before, be written on two 


like + e Pages, a 2d Liſt of Subſcri- 


bers Names, for the Purpoſe of entering the 
Weekly Payments, that ſhall be made to each 
Subſcriber; and upon a Line drawn on the 


Top of each of thoſe oppoſite Pages and above 


the uppermoſt Name, ſhall be written over 
every Column of Squares, beginning with that 


immediately following the firſt Name, the 


Numbers 1, 2, 3, and fo on to Fifty-two. 
In the firſt Inſtance, every marked Square ſhall 
ſtand as a valid Receipt to that Member to 


whoſe Name it is oppoſite, for his iſt, 2d, 3d, 


or any other Week's Payment, to which the 
Number at the Top ſhall anſwer. In the ſe- 
cond Inſtance, every Square, beſides being 
numbered at the Top, ſhell have s. d. to de- 


note Shillings and Pence, written over every 


Column of Squares, for the Purpoſe of entering 
in Figures, in the ſeveral Squares beneath, 


and 


(113 
and the particular Weeks in which they were 
received. By this Proviſion a. great many 
Members may. be accounted with, to the Num- 
ber, I ſuppoſe, of Two Hundred or more, in 
an Hour. Poffibly, where the Pariſhes are 
large,* and the. Inhabitants too numerous 'to 
be eaſily accounted with by one Overſeer or 
Churwarden, fingly, it may be proper that there 
ſhould be provided, by every ſuch Pariſh, one 
Book, for the ſole Purpoſe of entering the 
Payments made to the ſeveral Members, and two 
or three other Books, if Need require it, with 
the Names of the ſeveral Members diſtributed 
Alphabetically into two or three Portions, for 
the Purpoſe of entering all Receipts from the 
ſaid Members; by theſe Means the two Church- 
wardens and two Overſeers might, without 
Confuſion, or interfering with cach otlier, at 
one and the ſame Time, be each of them tranſ- 
acting the Buſineſs of his proper Department; 
as every Member would know, according as the 
Alphabet directed him to whote Department he 
belonged. The Churchwardens and Overſeers, 
when called out of the Pariſh upon any neceſ- 
fary Buſineſs of the Club, ſhall be made mode- 
rate Satisfaction for the ſame : The Satisfaction 
itſelf to be taken out of the Poor Rate. But as 

2 | to 


* It would ſave a great Deal of Trouble, and in moſt Pa— 
riſhes it would be ſufficient, if their Attendance was given but 
once a Month, and in the more numerous ones {where a more 
frequent Attendance might be neceſſary, the Members being 
divided Alphabetically into two or four Diviſions), the Buſino!s 
of each Diviſion might be tranſacted either Weekly, or once in 
z Fortnight, according as Occaſion ſhould require, | 


5 


to the Sunday Attendance, THAT ſhall be exe. 
cuted gratis, as Part of the Burthen of their Of- 


fice ; foraſmuch as not only no Time will be 


hereby taken off from their worldly Employ- 
ments, but the preſent proper Buſineſs of their 


Office, reſpecting the Poor, will at length be- 


come almoſt evaneſcent. Beſides, as Perſons of 


Property, they will be Partakers of the general 


Benefit reſulting from hence to the Public ; and 
few Men, probably, will be called upon more 
than once in their Lives, in reſpect to any one 


Eſtate, and as to thoſe who have many, as their 


Benefit will be the greater, they muſt be con- 
tented either to do the Office the oftener, or to 
pay others for doing it for them. But as it is 
generally the Caſe, that the Under-Tenant 
takes upon himſelf the Burthen of all Pariſh- 

Offices, at the ſame Time that he may, in every 


Reſpect, be unequal to the Truſt here allotted 


him; that the Public may receive no Damage 
thereby, the Pariſh, in Veſtry aſſembled, having 
firſt determined on the Tenant's Incapacity, 
ſhall be empowered to provide another Perſon, 
at a reaſonable Salary. And as all the Duty on 
the Club Account 1s new and poſterior to the 
Covenant, it ſeems not unreaſonable, that the 


Landlord ſhould, at leaſt, divide the Expence 


with the Under-Tenant, And as it may ſome- 
times happen, that a Veſtry may not pay a 


proper Attention to the Diſqualifications of the 


Tenant, the Miniſter of the Pariſh, who may 


commonly be ſuppoſed to be one of the moſt 


competent Judges of ſuch a Matter, ſhall always 
N | be 
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be obliged, as a neceſſary Corroboration to ſuch 
a Nomination, to give, under his Hand in 
Writing, his Approbation or Diſapprobation 
thereof, in theſe Words: I do declare, that 
I ſincerely believe that A. B. is [or is not] a 
e Perfon capable of diſcharging the ſaid Office.” 
And in Caſe of his Diſapprobation, it ſhall be 
Matter to be enquired into, and determined by 
the Juſtices, at the Time of their giving out 

their Nomination - Warrants. Moreover, as 
ſome ſmall Compenſation for the Execution of 
a new and troubleſome Office, every Perſon 
diſcharging the fame, (excepting ſuch as ſhall 
do it for Hire) and in that Caſe the Perſon fo 
hiring, ſhall be entitled to an Exemption from 

a certain Portion of Statute-Labour, according 

to the Number of Subſcribers that may fall to 
his particular Department to attend: That is to 

ſay ; Where the ſubſcribing Members ſhall not 
amount to T'wo Hundred, there the Officer or 
Officers attending the ſame ſhall not be entitled 
to any Exemption, but where they ſhall amount 
to the Number of or more than Two Hundred, 


and be leſs than Four Hundred, the Attendance 


upon the ſame ſhall exempt the Officer or Offi- 
cers ſo attending, from One Year's Statute- 
Labour for One Plow-Land ; where they ſhall 
amount to or exceed Four, and be leſs than Six 
Hundred, from One Year's Statute-Labour for 
Two Plow-Lands ; and where they ſhall amount 
to or exceed Six, and be leſs than Eight Hun- 
dred, from One Year's Statute - Labour for 
Three Plow-Lands; and ſo on, One Year's 
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Statute-Labour for every additional Two Hun- 
dred Members. And where one Officer ſhall 
perform the Whole of the Duty, there that 
Officer ſhall be entitled to the Whole of the 
Exemption ; and where Two or more ſhall exe- 
cute it, the Benefit of the Exemption ſhall 
be divided equally between them. At the 
Eaſter Petty-Seſſions, when the Nomination- 
Warrants are given to the new Overſeers, the 
Churchwardens and Overſeers of the expiring 
Year ſhall paſs this their Account alſo ; at which 
Time they ſhall exhibit their Books, be ſworn 
ſeverally to their Receipts and Payments, and 
be made moderate Satisfaction for Buſineſs done 
out of the Pariſh, according to the Diſcretion 
of the Juſtices there met. As there can be no 
Doubt,. but the Weekly Receipts muſt (for 
many Years at leaſt) greatly exceed the Weekly 
Payments, the Churchwardens and Overſeers of 
the ſeveral Pariſhes, whoſe Buſineſs it is to col- 
lect and receive the Weekly Contributions of 
the ſeveral Members, ſhall pay into the Hands 
of the Parochial Collectors of the Land Tax, 
Four Times a Year, (or as often as the ſaid Col- 
lectors ſhall pay in their reſpective Collections) 
all ſuch Sums as ſhall accumulate in their 
Hands, over and above the Contributions - of 
One Month, which ſhall always remain with 
them, as a Proviſion againſt Contingencies. 
And the ſaid Collectors, or one or other of them, 
whom the Churchwardens and Overſeers ſhall 
think fit to entruſt with the ſame, thall pay this 
Surplus, without Fee or Reward, into the 
— Hands 
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Hands of the Receiver-General, and take his 
Receipt for the ſame; which Receipt ſhall be 
returned to ſome one of the Churchwardens or 
Overſeers, and kept in the Pariſh Cheſt. And 
the ſaid Receiver ſhall, within the Space of 
Twenty Days from and after every Quarter- 
Day, deliver over to the County Treaſurer, 
an Account of all the ſeveral Sums received 
by him from the ſeveral Pariſhes, and give 
him one general Receipt for the aggregate Sum 
thereof. 5 
Ta1s Account the faid County Treafurer 
ſhall immediately publiſh in ſome one, at 
leaſt, of the public Newſpapers within the 
faid County; and from and after the Re- 
ceipt ſo given, the ſaid aggregate Sums of the 
ſeveral Counties ſhall be looked upon as paid 
into the Exchequer, and bear ſuch Intereſt, 
from the Date thereof, as may be adequate to 
the then current Price of Stocks: And as ſoon 
as it conveniently may be after each Quarter- 
Day, the ſeveral aggregate Sums of all the 


Counties throughout the Kingdom ſhall be | 


publiſhed in the London Gazette. 

AND as for a conſiderable Number of Years 
there muſt be a continual Accumulation of the 
abovementioned Surplufles, the County Mem- 
bers throughout the Kingdom (who, it is pre- 
ſumed, will not refuſe ſo ſmall a Trouble for 
the Service of their reſpective Counties) ſhall 
be appointed as Commiſſioners, to receive the 
Intereſt that ſhall from Time to Time accrue 
from the ſaid Surplufles ; and ſhall lay out the 


ſame, 
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fame, or as much of it as ſhall not be wanted 
by their reſpective Counties for the Support of 
8 Clubs thereunto belonging, in ſuch Funds 
as may appear to them the moſt advantageous. 
And in Cafe, thro' any epidemical Diſorder, 
or other Accident, it ſhall at any 'Time hap- 
pen, that the Diſburſements of any Parochial 
Society ſhall exceed their Income, they ſhall in 
that Caſe, by one or more extra Poor-Rates, 
collect, for the preſent Emergency, whatever 


Sum may be wanted. And it ſhall and may be 


lawful for any Two Juſtices, at any Petty Seſ- 
ſions, held within the ſaid County, upon a 
proper Repreſentation to them made by the 
Officers of the ſaid Pariſh, to empower the 
County Treaſurer to require the Receiver Ge- 
neral to take his Receipt, and to pay him the 
Sum, ſo ordered by the ſaid Juſtices, out of the 
next Parochial Quarterly Surpluſſes. 

AND in Caſe there ſhall be no ſuch Surplus, 
then the Juſtices, at their next Quarterly Seſ- 
ſions, ſhall empower their County Members to 


remit to the County Treaſurer ſuch a Portion 


of the Intereſt next accruing from the Capital 
of their reſpective Counties, as ſhall to them in 
their Judgment ſeem neceſſary, and order the 


fame to be diſtributed among the Officers of 


the ſeveral Pariſhes, according as their reſpective 
Deficiencies ſhall demand. And in Caſe the 


Intereſt of any County ſhall not be equal to the 


neceſſary Demands of that County, they ſhall 
then empower their ſaid Members to ſell out 
ſuch a Portion of the County Stock, as ſhall in 

their 
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their Judgment ſeem neceſſary. And in Caſe 
it ſhould happen, that one particular County 
ſhould be inſolvent, at the ſame Time that the 
general Fund ſhould remain rich, Application 
ſhall then be made, by Petition to his Majeſty, 
who, by and with the Conſent of his Privy 
Council, ſhall grant ſuch Relief, as he and they 
in their Wiſdom ſhall fee fit. 

As to this laſt Proviſion, I am not withour 
Hopes, that there never will be any the leaſt 
Call for it: But on the guppoſition, that there 
really were to be any ſuch Call, what I have 
propoſed, has been more in Compliance with 
the ſuppoſed Diſpoſitions of other Men, than 
with my own Judgment. 

FROM that Selfiſhneſs, which is every where, 
and upon all Occaſions, too apt to prevail, T am 
apprehenſive of a Jealouſy and a Grudging be- 
tween the ſeveral Counties, leſt one ſhould be 
benefited at the other's Expence : But for my 
own Part, I have always looked upon the Poor 
as Children of the State, who ought to be main- 
tained at the common Expence thereof; and 
therefore, in the preſent Caſe eſpecially, as all 
are comprehended under one general Club, it 
ſeems to me to be right and juſt, that, like 
Members of the ſame Body, they ſhould all 

equally partake of one common Lot. 
Bor, nevertheleſs, there is a Caſe, in which 
it might not be inequitable to make ſome Diſ- 
tinction. It is very evident, that in ſome of 
the greater Cities (London in particular) there 


muſt 
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muſt be a prodigiouſly diſproportionate Exceſs 
of what I have called gratuitous Contributors, 
which muſt neceſſarily enable them, if conſi- 
dered as ſeparate Societies, to afford higher Pro- 
portions of Allowance to their lower Claſſes of 
Contributors. At the ſame Time too it is 
equally evident, that in thoſe Places (London 
efpecially) Houſe-Rent, and almoſt all the Ne- 
ceſſaries of Life, are at a higher Rate: It 
might not, therefore, be inequitable, that in 
the City of London, and the circumjacent 
Places, to the Diſtance of Five or Six Miles, the 
Female Subſcriber of 1zd.- ſhould, inſtead of 
the Allowances already mentioned, be 4) age 
in the Firſt Inſtance, IS. in the Second, 6d. 

the Third, zd. in the Fourth, 4:d. in che 
Fifth, 6d. in the Sixth, 7:d. with the like Ad- 
dition, in each Inſtance, to every Claſs of Sub- 
ſcribers under 7d. per Week. And that in ſe- 
veral other great trading Towns and Cities there 
ſhould be an Advance, in the Firſt Inſtance, of 
7:9. in the Second, of 4d. in the Third, of 3d, 
in the Fourth and Fifth, of 4d. each, and in 
the Sixth, of 6d. a Week. 

Wir reſpect to the Penalties, to be in- 
flicted on all ſuch as ſhall not pay up their Sub- 
{cription after having ſubſcribed, or, not com- 
ing under the forementioned Exemptions, ſhall 
refuſe to ſubſcribe: In the firſt Caſe, thoſe 
who ſhall neglect to pay up their Subſcriptions 
for any longer Time than TWO Months, without 
Leave firſt obtained from the Churchwardens, 
Overſeers, or other Officer appointed to receive 

the | 
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the ſame, ſhall not, under any Affliction, or 
Accident, be entitled to any Benefit out of the 
Club, pro hac Vice; nor at any Time hereafter, 
until they ſhall have paid up their Arrears. 
And in Caſe any Perſons ſhall neglect the fame, 
for more than the Space of Twelve Months, 
ſuch Perſons ſhall be confidered and put upon 
the Footing of Non-Subſcribers: Morecover, 
the Churchwarden, Overſeer, or other Officer, 

in whoſe Department it ſhall be to receive the 
Contributions, may, and is hereby required to 
call upon the Employer of any ſuch Subſcriber, 
for any Sum that he or the ſhall be in Arrear. 

And after ſuch Demand made, the ſaid Em- 
ployer ſhall be anſwerable for the ſame as far 
forth as he or ſhe thall be indebted to the faid 
Subſcriber. 

AnD then, as to ſuch, as not coming under 
the forementioned Exemptions, who {hall refuſe 
to ſubſcribe, I propoſe, that no Man, thus refuſ- 
ing to ſubſcribe, ſhall be admitted to compound 
for his Statute-Labour at any leſs Sum than 68. 
a Year: And that all Perſons fo rcfuting, whe- 
ther Male or Female, foraſmuch as (like Drones 
in the Hive) they determine to live on others 
Labours, ſhall be badged,* after the Manner that 
the Poor of many Pariſhes uſually are badged, 
with the Word Dz.oxs, in large Letters of Red 
G -.- Cloth, 


If neither the Conſideration of the Smallneſs of the Num- 
ber on whom the beforementioned Mark of Diſgrace can be 
1 uppoſed to fall, nor the real Delinquency of the Perſons on 
whom it would fall, ſhould, in the Opinion of ſome, not be ſuf. 
ficient to excuſe it, poſſi bly the Method pointed out in the fol- 
lowing Tara will render it unneceflary. 
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Cloth, ſewn upon their outer Garment ; and 
in Caſe ſuch Drone ſhall, at any Time, appear 
abroad without ſuch Badge, conſpicuouſly ap- 
parent upon his or her outermoſt Veſture, be it 
Coat, Great-Coat, or Waiſtcoat, on the one, 
or Gown, Cloak, or Stays, &c. on the other, 
they ſhall, on Conviction thereof before any one 
Juſtice, Mayor, or other chief Magiſtrate, be 
committed to the Houſe of Correction for the 


Space of One Month; and whoſoever ſhall make 


Information of the ſame, ſhall, on Conviction, 
be entitled to the Sum of 10s.; and in Caſe any 
Churchwarden, Overſeer of the Poor, Conſtable 
or Tythingman, ſhall be ſo far wanting in his 
Duty, as to be privy to any ſuch Offence, with- 
out bringing the ſaid Offender to Juſtice, then, 
on Proof made thereof before any one Juſtice, 
or other chief Magiſtrate as aforeſaid, on the 
Oath of any one Witneſs, not excepting the 
Offender himſelf, the ſaid Churchwarden, Over- 
ſeer, Conſtable, or Tythingman, fhall forfeit 
the Sum of 40s. one Half to the Poor of the 


Pariſh, and the other Half to the Informer. 


As a farther Inducement to an early and 
general Subſcription, all Perſons who ſhall 
not ſubſcribe as ſoon as they ſhall become 
competent thereunto, ſhall not afterwards be 


admitted to Subſcription, without firſt paying, 


by Way of Entrance-Money, One-halt of his 
annual Contribution, for every Year that he 
ſhall have deferred his Subſcription beyond the 
Time of his Competency : And even at the 

Outlet 
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Outſet every Perſon, who ſhall exceed the Age 
of Thirty, ſhall pay One Year's Contribution 
in Advance, together with the Addition of 
15. a Year, for every Year compleat that he or 
ſhe ſhall be above the Age of Thirty : And 
under theſe Conditions, ſuch as are in per- 
fect Health ſhall be admiſſible even to Fifty. 
Foraſmuch alſo as nothing but a profligate 
Reliance on Pariſh Pay can well be ſup- 
poſed to render Perſons obſtinate in not ſub- 
ſcribing, ſuch Perſons ſhall be excluded from 
Parochial Relief, and either truſt entirely to the 
caſual Support of voluntary Beneficence, , or 
ſhall, on the firſt Application for Relief, be ſent 
to the Parochial Workhouſe, if there be any, 
and if not, to that of ſome neighbouring Pariſh, 
who ſhall always be obliged, if Need be, to 
diſmiſs any of thir own innocent Poor, to make 
Way for them, and to admit them on ſuch 
Terms (if the Pariſhes cannot agree between 
themſelves) as any neighbouring Magiſtrate 
ſhall think reaſonable ; neither ſhall they be 
permitted to depart thence, till by their extra 
Work they ſhall have reimburſed their Pariſhes 
for the Charges they may have been at in put- 
ting and keeping them there. 
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v But as it may often happen, that improvident and idle 
Perſons may not have wherewith to diſcharge their Entrance 
Money, tho? willing to contribute, ſuch Perſons may be admit- 

ted to Subſcription, on their paying a Penny a Week extrao 
ginary, till che ſoid Entrance Money ſhall be paid up. 
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TAxpb here, tho in ſome Meaſure foreign to the 
preſent Undertaking, yet as naturally arijing out 
of il, and connected with it, I will venture to pro- 
poſe an Article of Police, that would prove an 
effeftual and much wanted Check upon Houſe- 
, breakers, Shop-lifters, and Thieves of all Denomi- 
i nations. That every Tenant or Occupier of every 
Hlaouſe throughout the Kingdom of England, under 
the Penalty of lol. to be levied by Diſtreſs or 
otherwiſe, to the Uſe of the Poor of the Pariſh, 
ſhould be obliged, within Ten Days after the 
Day of ——— 7: the Year of our Lord —— to 
deliver, in Writing, into the Hands of one or other 
of the Churchwardens or Overſeers of the Poor, 
or feme proper Officer of the Pariſh thereunto 
appointed, the Name and Surnames of every Per- 
Jon, that ſhall either lodge, board in, or occupy any 
Part of his ſaid Houſe, as well as the Names of 
every one of his own Family, that ſhall either be 
of or above the Age of Twenty-one, or by recetu- 
ing the Wages above ſpecified, be thereby qualified 
and required to become a Member of the foremen- 
tioned Club; and likewiſe, as often as he or ſhe 
ſhall take in, lodge, or board any Lodger, Boarder, 


or 
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+ The Article of Police, here inſerted In Italicks, having 
| been objected to by ſome of the Auchor's Friends, he has at the 
1 End of it annexed a Subſtitute for it : Accordingly he wiſhes 
' to have it conſidered as no component Part of his Plan; but as 
ſomething of the kind appears at preſent to be highly neceſſary, 
he has permitted it to remain, with this Hope, that it may 
ſerve as a Hint to ſome Perſon or other, who, with greater 
Abilities, may coincide in Opinion with him 1n this Matter, to 
draw them forth upon the Occaſion, and to add many Things, 
which, tho? highly neceſſary, yet not being properly connected 
with bis Plan, he looked upon as rather out of his Province. 
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er Under-Tenant, then, under the ſame Penalty, 
to be levied by the ſame Means, and to the ſame 
Purpoſes, that they ſhall be likewiſe obliged, with- 
in the Space of Three Days after taking in, board- 
ing, or lodging any ſuch Perſon, to deliver the 
Names and Surnames of the Perſons fo taken in, 
lodged, or boarded, in Order that the ſaid Church- 
wardens and Overſeers, or other Officer, may as 
hereby directed and required (under the Penalty 


of 4.05. to the Uſe of the Poor J, be enabled, after 


the proper Enquiries, on that Head made, in a Pa- 


riſh- Book, provided for that Purpoſe, to ſet down, 


and diſtribute under the proper Denomination-f 


Subſcriber, Exempt, or Drone, every Perſon jo 
inhabiting, lodging, or boarding, in any Houſe, 
within the ſaid Pariſh. And over and above the 


Penalty beforementioned, every Perſon jo taking in 


any Lodger or Boarder, without thus acquainting 


the proper Officer therewith, ſhall be liable to Fine 


and Impriſonment for every Robbery, Burglary, or 
other Felony, committed by any Boarder, Lodger, 


or Under-Tenant, not given Notice of as aforeſaid 
to the proper Officer. Moreover, jor the more 
eaſy Detection of all Rogues, Vagabonds, &c. it 
would be highly uſeful, if all Perſons changing the 
Place of their Abode, {excepting Noblemen and 


Gentlemen, removing jrom one Houſe or Seat to 


another, and Perſons going, only for a few Days, 
on a Viſit to their Friends were, under the lige 
Forfeiture of 40s. obliged to bring with them, 
under the Hands of the Mini/ter, or one or other 
of the Churchward-ns or Overſeers of the Poor of 
the Pariſh from whence he or the came, a Certt- 

| ficate, 
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Jjicate, fignifying, that he or ſhe was, or was not, 
a Subſcriber, together with the Quantum (if a 
Subſcriber } of his or her Subſcription, and the 
Time to which his' or her Subſcription was paid 
up, in order that from the Date thereof ſuch Sub- 
ſeription might be continued on in the Place where 
they came to rejide, to the Intent that, ſhould any 
Agliction or other Actident there happen, they 
might there be relieved. After the ſame Manner, 
on their returning to their uſual Place of Abode, 
or going to reſide in any Place elſe, the ſame Per- 
ſons, under the Penalty of being treated as Rogues 
and Vagabonds, ſhall take a freſh Certificate from 
thence, ſetting forth their Quality, and, if a Sub- 
ſeriber, to what Place they belong, and if Exempt, 
on what Account they are ſo exempted; but if 
- Drones, after being ouce ſent to their Place of le- 
gal Settlement, which, in all Caſes, ſhould be done 
as ſoon as conveniently may, they ſhall not, under 
the Penalty of being taken up as Vagabonas, and 
ſent to the Houſe of Correction, and there kept to 
| bard Labour, go any where out of their proper 
Pariſh to reſide, without Leave firſt obtained, un- 
der the Hands ef the Miniſter, and one or more of 
the Churchwardens or Overſeers of the Poor of 
the Pariſh to which they belong, and ſetting forth 
the Cauſe of their Removal, and the Place of 
their Deſtination. It is not improbable that ſome 
Choice Spirits will bluſter at theſe Reſtrictions, 
and ſay, ** ſhall they, like Rogues and Vagabonds, 
be this obliged to give an Account of themſelves, 
wherever they go? 


Bur 


C9 1 
Bur I would only beg all ſuch as are not Rogues 


and Vagabonds to refleft a little, what an amazin 


Reſtraint would be hereby (put on all Perſons of | 


that Deſcription, with this Hope, that all ſuch as 
have the Good of Society at Heart, could never 
be unwilling to ſubmit, for the Sake of public 
Safety, to the trifling Inconventence of exhibiting 
themſelves to be“ no Spies, but true Men, whoſe 
Characters would bear Enquiry. 


I wourLD farther propoſe, that all Drones 
(after having been ſent to the Place of their 


legal Settlement, which ought certainly to. be 


done as ſoon as it conveniently might. be) 
ſhould be reſtrained (under the Penalty of being 
treated as Rogues and Vagabonds) from going 


any where elſe to reſide, without a Certificate, 


firſt obtained, under the Hands of the Miniſter, 


and Two or more of the Churchwardens and 


Overſeers of the Poor of the Pariſh to which 
they belong, ſetting forth not only the Cauſe 
of their Removal, and the Place of their Deſti- 
nation, but likewiſe an Acknowledgment of 
their Settlement, and a Promiſe of defraying all 
neceſſary Expences that ſhould be incurred by 
ſuch their Removal. 

I wouLD propoſe alſo, that all ſuch Per- 
ions as ſhall, on any of the aforementioned 
Accounts, be exempt from Subſcription (ſuch 
alone excepted as are out of all Danger of be- 
coming burthenſome to any Pariſh), ſhould 
allo carry with them a like Certificate wherever 
they go to reſide, not only to diſtinguiſh them 

from. 
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from Drones, and to prevent them from being 
treated as ſuch, but to aſcertain the proper Of- 
ficers of the Pariſhes to which they may go to 
reſide, of their legal Place of Settlement, and 
thereby prevent the Inconveniencics, that at 
preſent frequently attend the Widow's or Chil- 
dren's Ignorance of the Huſband's or Father's 
Settlement. It will be neceſſary alſo, that every 
Subſcriber (all ſuch at leaſt of them, as intend 
to change their fixed Place of Reſidence) 
ſhould carry with them a Certificate, ſignifying 
that he, or ſhe, is a Subſcriber, together with 
the Quantum of their Subſcription, and the 
Time to which it has been paid up, in order 
that from the Date thereof ſuch Subſcription 
might be continued in the Place where they go 
to reſide, that in Caſe any Affliction ſhould 
there befal them, they might there be relieved. 
And to prevent, as much as poſſible, all Impo- 
fitions, it ſhould be requiſite, that ſuch Certi- 
ficates thould be ſigned by Two, either Church- 
wardens or Overſeers, beſides the Miniſter ; and 
all Fraud, either in granting or forging the 
fame, ſhould be deemed a Felony, in all ſuch 
Perſons as ſhould either fraudulently grant, or 
forge the ſame, 5 


SHOULD ſuch a Scheme, as has been here laid 
before the Public, be ever carricd into Execu- 
tion, it ſeems evident that, after due Time 
given it to operate in, no one, that ſhould not 
be particularly afflicted by the Hand of Provi- 
dence in the carlicr Part of Lite (Sickneſs, Old 

Age, 
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Age, and Children, being herein decently pro- 


vided for) could ever be deſtitute of a com- 
petent Subſiſtence, but either entirely thro his 
own Fault, in not ſubſcribing, or thro' the 
Want of Labour. It is therefore earneſtly 
to be wiſhed, that every Pariſh would pro- 


vide a Sufficiency of ſuch Sort of Employ, 


as any Perſon that had Hands at Liberty might 


be able, after a little Inſtruction, at leaſt, to 


execute; that, by theſe Means, no Perſon in a 
trading Country, like this, might be driven to 
Diſtreſs, thro' mere Want of Labour. And 
therefore, as a proper Incitement to Pariſhes to 


provide their Poor with ſome ſuch Kind of 


Employments, it might have the moſt benefi- 
cial Effects on the National Proſperity, if it 
were enacted by Law, that all Pariſhes ſhould 
be ſo far obliged to ſupply their Poor with La- 
| bour, as that if any Perſon uſually earning the 
Sum of, or above is. a Day (befides Liquor) 
ſhould apply to the Overſeer, or other proper 
Officer, on the Evening before, and declare 
that he is in Want of Employ for the next 
Day, and that he is willing to work at any 
Employment he has to ſet him about, at the 
diminiſhed Price of 8d. a Day; that then the 
Overſeer, or other Officer to whom ſuch Com- 
plaint is made, ſhall be obliged either to get 
Employment for him, at that Price, or to pay 
him 6d. Day by Day, until proper Work ſhall 


be procured for him. In like Manner, every 


Woman, uſually earaing the Sum of, or above 6d. 
a my on her declaring her Readineſs to work 


H for 
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for . a Day, ſhall, in Default of being found 
ſuch Employ as he ſhall be deemed capable of, 
be entitled to 3d. a Day from the ſaid Overſeer, 


or other proper Officer, as long as ſhe ſhall re- 


main unemployed. And moreover, all ſuch, 
whether Men or Women, as uſually work at a 
leſs Price, the one, than 1s. and the other, than 


| 6d. a Day, on their declaring their Want of 
Employ, and Readineſs to work at the dimi- 


niſhed Price of Two-thirds of what they uſually 
earn, ſhall, in like Manner, be entitled to One- 
half of their uſual Earnings, to be paid them 
out of the Collections for the Poor, by the ſaid 


Overſeer, or other Officer, who, on Proof 


thereof before any one Juſtice of the Diviſion, 


ſhall, by Diſtreſs or otherwiſe, be compellable 


to the ſame. 


Some Difficulties, I am conſcious, will at 
the Outſet, at leaſt, attend the thus providing 


the Poor with Labour; but by no Means ſuch 
as are inſurmountable. The beſt Method I can 


think of is, that Country Pariſhes ſhould act 
as trading Bodies, and provide themſelves with 


the Materials of ſome of thoſe Kind of Manu- 
factures, that, after a little Inſtruction at leaſt, 


are eaſily worked up into ſaleable Commodities, 
by thoſe who have the Uſe of their Hands; 


| ſuch as Willows for Baſkets, undyed Wool, 


eſpecially that of the black Sheep, to be carded, 
or converted into coarſe Cloths and Stockings 
for the Uſe of the Poor, Junks of old Rope, to 
be untwiſted, or tozed as the Term is, for 
gan: All theſe Materials might, either 
e 


1 


wholly or in part, be manufactured, even by 
People that have loſt the Uſe of their Legs. 
Much of the Rope and Net-making Buſineſs, 
likewiſe might be performed, ſome Part of 
them by Children, or Cripples, and other Parts, 
ſuch as the beating of Hemp, by mere Dint 
of Labour. There are, I ſuppoſe, beſides 
theſe, a great many other Articles among the 
various Branches of Manufacture, which my 
little Experience in thoſe Matters muſt leave 
to other Heads to ſuggeſt, about which the 
Pe? might be eaſily and profitably employed, 
and that in all Weathers. Moreover, that Pa- 
riſhes might have the better Sale for their Com- 
 modities, and that they might have poor People 
among them capable of inſtructing others, as 
well as of carrying on their Manufactures, as 
a Sort of Foreman under the Pariſh- Officers, it 
might conduce to the public Advantage, if the 
Trade of certain Manufacturers, ſuch as Rope= 
making, Baſket-making, and ſuch others as are 
beſt ſuited to the eaſy Employment of the Poor, 
ſhould require a Stamp-Duty of 51. on the In- 
dentures of all ſuch Apprentices as ſuch Manu- 
facturers ſhould take, not being bound to them 
by ſome Pariſh or other; fince by. theſe Means, 
Pariſhes would not only be ſtocked with Per- 
ſons capable of carrying on ſuch Employs, but 
would find an eaſy Riddance of all ſuch crip- 
pled, maimed, and weakly Children, as uſually 
continue a laſting Burthen on them. Then, as 
to Towns and Cities, it would not be difficult 
for them to find Perſons, in various Branches 
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ef . Buſineſs, who would contract with the 
Overſeers to find Employ, at the Under-rate 
abovementioned, for all Perſons, under particu- 
lar and ſtipulated Deſcriptions, whom they 
ſhould have to ſend. But theſe are Matters 


which muſt be left to Heads more conver- 


ſant in Things of this Sort, ſince here I feel 
myſelf out of my Depth, 

Ap therefore I ſhall add nothing more on 
this Subject, but only this, that it ſeems to me 
to be a great Defect in our humane, charitable 
Provifions for the Inſtruction of poor Children, 
that there is no Care taken to inftru&t them in 
any of thoſe littie Arts, whereby, in Caſe of 
Lameneſs or other Accident, they might in a 
more advanced Period of Life be enabled to 
earn their Livelihood. In one of our Cha- 
rity Schools, (I ſpeak only of thoſe appro- 
priated for the teaching to read) a Child is 
confined in them every Day for a certain Num- 
ber of Hours, but for more than nine Parts 
in ten of this Time it is kicking its Heels or 
picking its Fingers; but if in the Intervals of its 
ſtanding up to read, which is the only Time that 


the Child is uſefully employed, it was according 


toits Sex taught to knit, ſew, net, or make Hats, 
Mats or Baſkets, of Chips, Straw or Willows, 
or perhaps many other like Arts; we ſhould 
not then meet with ſo many Perſons as we do, 
who having the perfect Uſe of their Hands, ſtill 
throw themſelves entirely on public Charity, 
with this ſimple Plea, that they were never 


| bred to any but ſuch an Employ, and therefore 


Can 


"RE "E 

can do nothing elſe for their Livelihood, not 
only when crippled, but even when the Wea- 
ther happens to be unfriendly to their par- 
ticular Employment. % e 
I may venture to fay, that all Idleneſs in 
Children is juſt fo much Vice in the Bud, 
which will be ſure to ſhoot forth in due 
Seaſon ; and. that it therefore is a Matter of 
ſerious Concern to a State to bring up Chil- 
dren in early Habits of Induſtry, and to prevent 
as much as, poſſible all thoſe Aſſemblies of 
young Perſons -at Chuck-farthing, Pitch and 
Toſs-up, and the like idle Amuſements, which, 
when juſtly conſidered, are only ſo many Nur- 
ſeries for Idleneſs, Diſſipation, Gambling, and 
the Gallows. „„ 

O the other Hand, in order to prevent Im- 
poſitions on the Fund belonging to the Club, 
from ſuch Members as might chuſe to live in 
Idlenefs on their Walking Pay without any in- 
cumbent Neceſſity; all ſuch Perſons, as ſhall 
refuſe to work at any ſuch Employment as they 
ſhall be deemed capable of, ſhall be cut off, out 
of their Walking Pay, from one Half of what 
they ſhall be offered, by the Day, for their 
Labour in ſuch Employments as they ſhall, 
without ſufficient Reaſon, refuſe to be employed 
about : But, in Caſe any Perſon ſhall. think 
him, or herſelf, aggrieved by the Offer of an 
improper Employ, an Appeal fhall he to any 
Two or more. Juitices, who thall judge of, and 
finally determine, ſuch and all other Diſputes, 
as may ariſe between the Churchwardens or 


Overſeers, 
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not only ſome Recompence here allotted them, 


E 


Overſeers, and the Members of the Club, and 
that, according to the Spirit, more than ao- 
eording to the Letter of the Law, 

AND now, by Way of Concluſion, it nay 
not be foreign to the Purpoſe to confider, what 
ObjeRions can well be raiſed againſt carrying 
fome Plan of this Sort into Execution, and to 
compare them with the Advantages that muſt. 
neceſſarily reſult from its Adoption. 

Tux firſt Objection that may ariſe in the 


Minds of many, will, perhaps, be, the Inſuffi- 
ciency of the Contributions to the Purpoſes 
they are deſigned to effect. But ſuppoſe there 


ſhould be even a conſiderable Inſufficiency, yet 


as the Poor would evidently be maintained 


much better, that Inſufficiency would afford 
no rational Grounds againſt adopting it, unleſs 
it were to be ſo great as thereby to increaſe our 
Poor-Rates, which is an Event thet no Man, 
in his Senſes, can well apprehend. 

OTHERs may object to the additional Trou- 
ble, that would be hereby given to the Miniſter, 
Churchwardens, and Overſeers. To this, I 
know no better Anſwer than that of the Poet, 
«© The Gods have given to Mortals nothing 
* worth having, without Trouble.” If the 


Advantages accruing from it, then, are a moſt 


ample Recompence for this Trouble, this Ob- 


jection alſo falls to the Ground: Eſpecially as 


thoſe very Churchwardens and Overſeers have 


but 


To this Objection, Dr. Price” s Letter in the Preface will 
in general, I apprehend , be deemed a ſufficient Anſwer, 
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but will, in common with the reſt of the Na- 
tion, be made Partakers of the general Benefit. 
Then, with reſpect to the Clergyman, the Bu- 
ſineſs of the Certificates will be trifling ; and 
as to the Viſiting of the Sick, it was no more 
than he was obliged to, by the Duty of his Of- 
fice, antecedent to this Call from the Public, 
whoſe Bread he eats, and whoſe Intereſt, eſpe- 
cially when ſo cloſely connected with his own, 
he will, without Doubt, have a Pleaſure 
in ſerving. Another Objection may be made 
againſt compelling the Poor to contribute to 
their own Maintenance, As to this, in the 
firſt Place, I believe I may venture to aſſert, 
that Three-fourths of them at leaſt would 
want no other Compulſion than their own 
Choice; all but the moſt worthleſs among 
them would, I am convinced, rejoice in the 
Opportunity offered them, and ſeize on it with 
Avidity.* 5 
BESIDEs, is it not more agreeable to Reaſon and 
Equity, that Health ſhould be obliged to make 
- ſome 
® In Confirmation of this, it may perhaps be proper to inſert 


a Letter ſent by the Poor to Mr. Furſdon, on a Propoſal ſome- 
what ſimilar, but by no Means equally advantageous. 


LETTER from the PooR to GEORGE FursDoON, £7. 
81 R, | 

WE hear the Propoſal for the better Relief of the poor and 
induſtrious Labourers of the County of Devon, has been 
objected to by ſome, from an Apprehenſion that the Scheme 
will not be agreeable to the Poor, and that they are incapable 
to pay the monthly Sum required: We, the Poor of the 
Pariſhes of Thorverton, Silverton, Cullompton, &c. &c. &c. 
underiigned and annexed hereto, do take the Liberty to defire 


you 
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ſome Proviſion againſt the Time of Sickneſs, 


and Youth againſt that of old Age, than that 
thoſe who ſo eaſily might, but will not, provide 
againſt all the Demands of both, by a ſcarce 
perceiveable Detraction from the Fruits of their 


_ own Labour, ſhould have a wanton Power of 


obliging others to labour for them ? 
Moreover, let Men but confider what 
are the Compulſions; in the firſt Inſtance (that 
of Statute Labour) to nothing new. And in 
the Second, only to a Badge of Diſtinction for 
their Imprudence, to which the Poor in general 


are already ſubject, for no other Fault than that 


of being poor; ſurely, therefore, if my Propo- 


ſition be an Offence, the Act of the Legiſlature 


muſt have been a Crime. Beſides, it ſhould be 
conſidered, that this Badge of Diſgrace will not, 
as in the preſent Caſe of the Poor, fall neceſſarily 
and indiſcriminately on an immenſe Body of Men, 
whether innocent or guilty ; but on a very few 


vou will affure the Gentlemen of the County, that the above 
Scheme has been duly examined and conſidered by us, who en- 
tirely approve of the ſame, and are extremely deſirous that 
it ſhould paſs into a Law, and hope it will be immediately 
carried into Execution; as 'tis from Experience moſt of us 


know, that it will be greatly for our Benefit and Relief. 


Dated Auguſt zo, 1768. 


[To this Letter was annexed a great Number of Sheets of 
Paper ſigned by the neighbouring Poor.) 


Lam likewiſe informed by a worthy Clergyman of a Pariſh, 
where the late A& was put in Execution (for it was but in a 
few Pariſhes only where this was done), that the Poor, though, 
as has been ſaid, on Terms much more diſadvantageous than 
here offered, were ſo deſirous of ſubſcribing, that many of them 
wanted to be admitted as double Subſcribers, on a double 
Contribution, 
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only, if any, and thoſe ſuch as moſt richly de- 
ſerve a ſeverer Puniſhment. For who but a 
Perſon of ſo worthleſs a Character, as muſt be 
loſt to all the Feelings of a Man, as well as to 
all Senſe of Shame, could be fo brutiſh as not 
only to deprive both himſelf and his Family of 
ſo many great Advantages, but expoſe himſelf 
alſo to ſuch public Scorn and Diſgrace, meerly 
to ſave the Payment of 4s. 8d. a Year; the 
Difference, with reſpe& to Statute Labour, re- 
ducing it to this Sum. Moreover, ſhould ſuch 
a Perſon's Neceſſities ever drive him to require 
_ parochial Relief, he could expect but little 
Favour, and moſt probably would be confined 
in ſome Workhouſe or other, even though the 
Pariſh to which he belonged had none of its 
own. Another Objection is, that it would 
leſſen the Revenue, by leſſening that Sum which 
would otherwiſe be expended at the Alehouſe. 
There may be ſomething in this Objection, but 
very little. It is but 2d. a Week that the poor 
Man is hereby obliged to fave out of his uſual 
Expence, and it would be very unfair and con- 

trary to Truth to ſuppoſe that the Whole of it 
would be deducted from this one Article ; be- 
fides, if it were to be ſo, the Gain in Morals 
would at leaſt be equal to the Loſs in Revenue. 
Moreover it may be queſtioned whether Govern- 
ment is not more injured in the poor Man's 
Loſs of Labour, than it is benefited by this 
Addition to the Revenue. Then, as to any 
Objection that may be urged againſt the Matter 
of Police here inſerted, if neither the Detection 


I of 


1K 
of every Kind of Cheats, Thieves, and Robbers, 


nor the Subverſion of all Vagrancy and Begging ; 


if neither the Preſervation of our own Beings, 


nor (as it may happen in ſuch Caſes as that of 
John the Painter) of the well-being of the State 
itſelf, may be allowed to plead againſt that Spirit 
of Uncontroul which ſome People would fain 
have to be the Spirit of the Conſtitution ; I ſhall 
only fay, that ſuch an Aſſertion ſeems to me to 
be nothing leſs than a Libel upon the Conſti- 


tution ; but if there really were any ſuch Self- 


deſtructive Principle in the Body-politic, it 
ought, like a cancerous Humour in the Body 
natural, to be utterly eradicated. The Salus 
Populi is, and ought to be, the Supreme Law ; 

and whatever is in Oppoſition thereto, ſhould 


never be ſuffered. But be that as it may, it is 


no Objection to the Scheme propoled, ſince that 

may ſtand or fall without it. 

Suck, if not the only, are at leaſt the moſt 

material Objections that my Imagination can 

ſuggeſt againſt the Adoption of what is here of- 

fered : And how trifling, when put in the Balance 
againſt the Advantages of its being adopted, their 


Weight is, or ought to be, if it is not ſufficient- 


ly clear already, let it be farther conſidered, that 
not only that immenſe Sum which it now coſts 
the Public to determine to what particular 
Pariſh ſuch and ſuch Perſons belong, will be 
entirely ſaved; but the Poor would be much 
better maintained, and the Rich leſs burthened ; 


and that unnatural, and to moiſt other Animals, 


unknown Conſtraint, which the poor Man now 
labours 


CE WI 


labours under, that of not being permitted ts 
ſeek his Food where he can beſt find it, will be 
entirely taken away. Vague, ſterile and illicit 
Connexions between the Sexes will be much 
diminiſhed ; but honourable Marriage, in which 
Children will be provided for, as well as begot, 
will be hereby greatly encouraged and encreaſed; 
and in Conſequence thereof, a much more nu- 
merous Population (the greateſt and the trueſt 
Riches of a State,) will moſt undoubtedly take 
place; ſince a Number of Children would no 
longer be a Scarecrow to frighten the poor 
Man from marrying, but the Increaſe of, his 
Family would prove an Increaſe of Fortune to 
the happy Parent : Neither would the Man, 
through whoſe Labours the Reſt of the Society 
find Bread to eat, have any longer an Occaſion 
to fear leſt he ſhould live to want Bread ; 
but he might reſt ſecure of having ſome cordial 
Drop reſerved againſt Sickneſs or old Age, with- 
out being left, when either Health or Youth 
ſhould forſake him, to ſolicit it in vain from 
the © cold Hand of enforced Charity.” And 
what is the laſt, tho' not the leaſt Advantage, 
which would accrue therefrom, is, that, after a 
few Years, it will almoſt, if not entierly, anni- 
| hilate the preſent Burthen of the Poor-Rate, and 
ſave near Two Millions a Year to the Public. 


. 


ERRATA.-— In Page 5, Line 17, after “ Years” place a; inftead of a. and 
no End of Paragraph.—Page 7, Line 24, dele „ it.“ Page 12, Line 14, for 
3d. read 2d. Page 21, after Reſtrictions put a, —after * required” put “ it,” 
—Page 22, Line 17, dele of the Poor. — Page 51, Line 18, fer Foreman, 
read Foremen.— Page 59, Line 26, read “ entirely.“ 
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AID DEN DA. 


To be added after Merchant-ſhip : Page 16. 


Since the printing off the above it has occurred 
to me, that a fair Opportunity is here offered of 
putting an End to a moſt unconſtitutional and long- 
lamented Practice; that of impreſſing Sailors. Were 
every Sailor, who would enroll himſelf as obliged 
to attend all Calls of the State, at the ſhorteſt 
Notice, and to give likewiſe a regular and ſucceſ- 
five Account where he would be to be found, 
previous to all private Employment, were every 
ſuch Sailor, on theſe Conditions, to have his Sub- 
ſcription paid for him by the Public into the Pa— 
rochial Fund of the Place of his Reſidence, and there 
by be entitled to the Emoluments that are in the Plan 
appropriated to a Subſcriber of 3d. I am perſuaded 
there would never be any farther Neceſſity for ſuch 
a Practice. And ſince it would be neceſſary, that 
ſuch a Step ſhould be taken during the Time of 
Peace, and a Fund be appropriated to this Purpoſe— 
(not to overload the Fund at preſent propoſed) if it 
ſhould be thought incumbent on me to point out one 
that might be adequate to this Expence, I will 
venture to ſay, that, if properly called upon, I 
-would undertake to point out ſuch an one as ſhould 
be adequate to the Purpoſe, and at the ſame Time 
not greatly diſagreeable to the Perſons that ſhould. 
contribute to it. 


*,* The Reader is likewiſe defired to ſubſtitute the following, in the roam of the dat. 
ter Part of the Paragraph in Page 19, after the Words, laſt- mentioned Caſes : 


And the Surpluſſes that may accumulate over and 
above the neceſſary Nurture of ſuch Orphans, ſhall 

be veſted in the Churchwardens and Overſeers of the 
Poor of each Pariſh for the Time being, and be deem- 


ed Part of a Parochial Fund, for which the Pariſh at 


large ſhall be reſponſible, when called for, in a ſum- 
mary Way, before one or more neighbouring Juſti- 
ces, on the Complaint of any Friend of the ſaid Or- 
phans. 


(3 Referring to Page 13, Line 16. | 
As. there would be a great Number of elderly 


induſtrious Perſons, who would certainly be very 


deſirous of providing for themſelves, by a ſmall 
weekly Contribution, ſuch a ſure and comfortable 
Refuge as is held out in the Plan againſt all the 


Evils and Inconveniencies of Old Age, but would 


not, perhaps, be able to advance the Sums required 
by the Plan for their Admiſſion after a certain Time z 
it is humbly ſubmitted to the Wiſdom of Parlia- 
ment, whether it would not be an equitable as well 
as charitable Application of the Donations belong- 
ing to particular Pariſhes, if the Miniſter and 
Churchwardens of every Pariſh, where there are ſuch 
Donations, were permitted to lay out the ſame in 


paying the Entrance Money for ſuch Poor Perſons 
as approached the Age of Fifty; and where ſuch 


Donations may be found adequate thereto, to 
extend the Benevolence to all under the Age of 
Fifty-five, encreaſing the Premium 1n the requiſite 
Proportions, according to its real Value. 


Eg Referring to Page 41, Line 18. 

The Penalties mentioned in this Clauſe of Badg- 
ing, &c. on Refuſal to ſubſcribe, were never in- 
tended to extend to that Claſs of Perſons who ſhall 
be aſſeſſed for perſonal Property on this Plan; but 
their reſpective Proportions are to be recovered by 
Summons, Order, or Warrant of Diſtreſs, on Com- 
plaint before Two Juſtices, 


——— ͤ—:— ꝓuʒñé 
Extra from a Letter from Dr. Price, dated Dec. LI, 1786. 


« UPON the whole, I can at preſent ſee no Reaſon to 


doubt, but the Aid your Plan will receive from the higher 

„ Claſſes and the gratuitous Subſcribers, will render it, as it is 
« conſtructed, adequate to its own Support, provided the Fund 
be properly improved.” TS 
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